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S nothing is more oppoſite to the Cha- 
racter of a Chriſtian than Cruelty and 

Oppreſſion, ſo nothing can be a greater 

Burleſque upon that Character, (of which 

Charity, Generoſity, and Benevolence 

are the principal Parts) nor a greater Affront to its 
ſacred Author, than for a Rapacious, Bloody, In- 
ſatiable Tyrant to ſtile himſelf Maſt Chriſtian. 
Amazing Inſolence! How can ſuch a Wretch think 
himſelf one Moment in Security from ſome aveng- 
ing Thunderbolt, ſome Signal and Exemplary Pu- 
niſhment from the reſiſtleſs Arm of the Omnipo- 
tent? Yet fo it is, the Oppreſſor of Mankind, the 
Agent of Hell, triumphs in his Wickedneſs, and, 
while conſcious that he is look*d on as a Devil of 
the blackeſt Hue, impudently ſtiles himſelf an 
Angel of Light, a Moſt Chriſtian K——g! Hor- 
rid, blaſphemous Inſult both to God and Man! 
The Title gives us an Idea of the bleſſed Jeſus 
himſelf, the Moſt Chriſtian King that ever reign'd 
on Earth. But how unlike this ſacred Example of 
Goodneſs is the exalted Villain, who not provoked 
by Neceſlity, nor prompted by Revenge, riots in 
the Spoils of ruin'd Nations, wantons in the Blood 
of murder'd Innocents, and places the Glory of his 
Life in the Deſtruction of his Fellow-Creatures, 
the meaneſt of whom may find more Favour in the 
Sight of God than this Tyrant might, tho“ Inno- 
cent of all the Crimes he is charg'd with: For know, 
O thou who prideſt thyſelf in thy Power, that the 
greater thy Ability to do good (which is all. that 
Men of Power are deſign'd for, and not to do 
evil) the more is required of thee, and therefore a 
; ry meer be 
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ing thee among the Profeſſors o 


der N egative. Goodneſs mt render thee a 


in che Sight 5 Peg es 
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Af then a bare Abſtinence from Evil would be no 


Merit in thee, who art exalted above others, for 


no other End, but to do more good than thoſe in a 


lower Sphere can do, what a Monſter art thou, 


+ who only makeſt thy Greatneſs ſubſervient to thy 
Wickedneſs; who, inſtead of improving the Ta- 


Jents thou art entruſted with to — Lord and Ma- 
ſter's Service, applieſt them only to ſuch Purpoſes 
as tend if poſſible to bring a Scandal an his Name, 
and fruſtrate all that his Goodneſs defign'd to make 
thee, thou Monſter of Ingratitude, and thy Fel- 
low Chriſtians + happy? Thy Fellow-Chriſtians did 
I ſay, let me not Affront our Hol y Religion by rank- 
it. Art thou God's 

rent upon Earth, or art thou the Devil's, art 
thou the Protector of Mankind, or their Deſtroyer ? 
A Tree is known by its Fruits, but what do thy 
Actions diſcover thee to be? Shall I rank thee with 
the Brutes: That would be unjuſt, for what can a 

Brute do to deſerve to be rank'd with thee ? 


Shall J pair thee with Lucifer, that too might per- 


haps be doing injuſtice to the King of Hell, for 
what Accounts have we that prove him ſo Malevo- 
lent a Being as the Tyrant of F In ſhort, 
what art thou? A Monſter * ſupernatural in 
Heaven, in Earth, and in Hell: Nature ſtarts back 
and diſowns thee every where! 

Let not the Man of Prejudice fooliſhly Charge me 
with talking too freely of the Tyrant, becauſe we owe 


reſpect to the King. Nor let it be urged in favour 


of L—- 5, that 2 is the Tool of other Wretches, 
worſe if poſſible than Himſelf; and that he is not 
ſo culpable as his Minions who feed his inordinate 
Deſires, and Encourage his Crimes with their 
Councils Shall one Villain be juſtified and ac- 


| quitted by the poor Plea that there are alſo ather 


Villain? 
#* This is meant not only of one hut of all Tyrants. 
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(3) 
Villains? Beſides, is not the Tyrant I ſpeak of ab» 
folate? Is it not in his Power, if he delighted not 
in Blood, to bid the Slaughter ceaſe? Did he not 
firſt kindle that Fire which has ſo long and dread- 
fully blazed in the fineſt Part of Europe; and is it 
not in his Power to quench it at Pleaſure, by with- 
drawing his unreaſonable and lawleſs Pretenſions: 
Has he not occaſioned the Slaughter of Millions of 
Men who never offended him? He has, and' if 
that unhappy Wretch who Murders but one of his 
Fellow-Creatures ſhall be arraign'd for it at the laſt 
Day, what ſhall he anſwer who murders Millions? 
Sure his Judgment muſt be Millions of Times 
ſeverer ; for God is the God of Juſtice, and doubtleſs 
will Proportion his Vengeance to the Nature and 
Extent of the Crimes that come before him: | 
Of all the Miſeries and Devaſtations of War; 
none are ſo dreadful as thoſe incident in Sieges. And 
of all Sieges none have been ſo diſtinguiſned for the 
horrid Circumſtances attending them as thoſe carried 
on by the French. I would not inſinuate that War 
ſhould never be proſecuted in the terrible Manner 
which the Moderns have brought into Practice; 
or that either Party ought not to uſe all fair and 
open Means poſſible to diſtreſs their Enemies, and 
promote their own Succeſs; I would only ſhew 
(from the dreadful Havock, Deſtruction and Mi- 
ſery the French have brought and daily bring upon 
all who are ſo unhappy as to have them for Ene- 
mies) the great Aggravation of their Guilt as Ag: 
greſſors in theſe inhuman Proceedings. 
War is the moſt heavy Calamity that can befall 
a Nation; therefore that Power which begins a 
Rupture ought to be extreamly cautious of Proceed 
ing to ſo fatal an Extremity. He who thirſts after 
Conqueſts meerly for the Sake of gratifying an in- 
ordinate Ambition, is the Monſter I have been ex- 
claiming againſt, and nothing can be ſaid in Exte+ 
nuation of his Wickedneſs: But ſome have a bet- 
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ter Plea for invading their Neghbours; viz. Such 
as do it with a View of bringing thoſe to Reaſon by 
whom they may have been any way injur'd. Howe- 
ver, he who meditates the firſt Blow, ought pre- 
viouſly to conſider well theſe two Points. Firſt, 
whether Satisfaction could not be procured by other 
and leſs deſperate Means, without Bloodſhed, or 
even making one Creature miſerable. Secondly, 
whether thoſe by whom he has been injured, are, 
therefore, ſo highly Criminal as to deſerve ſo ſevere 
a Judgment, ſuch a Train of Calamities as are 
uſually attendant upon War? If a proper Regard be 
not had to theſe two Queſtions, the immediate Au- 
thors of the War may probably and juſtly be 
charged with acting a cruel and inhuman Part. 

As to the French, it cannot be urged in Excuſe 
for them, that they were by any Means obliged to 
enter into the preſent War ; that they would have 
remained in Peace if they could with Safety ; or 
that they have received the leaſt Provocation from 
the Allies. Nor does it appear, that the Proſpect 
of the Miſeries they were about to bring upon their 
Neighbours, ever inſpired them with the leaſt Re- 
luctance, or made them delay the inhuman Work 
a Moment longer than while they were ſtrengthening 
themſelves, and getting ready in all Reſpects for the 
general Butchery of Europe. Theſe inſolent Ag- 
greſſors never pretended to have received the leaſt 
reaſonable Provocation for ſo barbarouſly attacking, 
their Neighbours ; content that all the World 
ſhould look on them as rapacious Monſters; raging 
with an inſatiable Thirſt of unlimited Dominion, 
which they are reſolved to acquire by any Means, 
how cruel or unjuſtifiable ſoever ; and all this with- 
out the leaſt Bluſh, nay without being aſhamed all 
the while to extol their own pacific Diſpoſitions, aſ- 
ſerting, that they have only in View the Happineſs 
of thoſe they are making as miſerable as Man is 
capable of being made in this World; For ws 
| woric 
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worſe can befal any People than for one half of 
them to have their Throats cut, and the reſt en- 
flaved, robbed of their Subſtance, and their Habi- 
tations burnt about their Ears ? 

I was led into theſe Reflections by a late Review 
of the barbarous Methods employed by the French, 
for reducing the fortified Places in the Netherlands, 


Kc. which inſpired me with ſuch a Mixture of 


| Z Horror and Reſentment, that [ could not eaſily 


7 emancipate my Imagination from the diſagreeable 


2 Subje& 3 nor could I help introducing it into moſt 


af the Converſation that fell in my way; but I 
"> know not how it is; whether the Groſs of Man- 
* kind, or at leaſt of my Acquaintance, have leſs 
Tienderneſs in their Diſpoſitions than myſelf, or 

whether theſe Things were become too familiar by 
their frequency to engage the Attention, or move 


the Heart ſo much; or to what other Cauſe it may 
be owing I know not, but fo it is, that every body 


ſeems leſs ſenſible of their Enormity, than I could 
have believed without Tryal. Perhaps indeed this 


I Inattention may be accounted for from the Igno- 


Fg 
* 
2 


rance in which the Exgliſb are kept of the worſt 
> Circumſtances of theſe dreadful Affairs; and, in 
truth, it is on this Preſumption that I have pus to- 
= gether the following Sheets. By the Particulars I 


#5 
44 
* 


have been at the Pains to collect, the Reader may 


be enabled to form an adequate Idea of the vaſt 


MNiſchiefs occaſioned by the Ambition of Him, 
2 who is fo falſly called the Great King, only by this 


part of the War, within theſe fix laſt Years. 


Some may perhaps cavil at the Warmth of my 


1 Expreſſions. But to theſe be it known, that 1 
3 from my Heart deſpiſe the unſocial Wretch, who 


with cool Indifference can look on the Miſeries in- 
flicted by lawleſs Tyrants on their Fcllow-creatures. 


| : 1 ſhall only add one Obſervation to the foregoing 
Reflections, viz, That after a Review of the De- 
Z ſolation of ſo many fine Cities, &c, and the Seas 


of 


of Blood that have been ſpilt in the Attack and 
Defence of them, I dare promiſe that the humane 
Reader will hardly wonder at the Indignation I 


have expreſſed againſt the Authors of ſuch Havock : * 


Eſpecially, as wantonly and without the leaſt Pro- 
vocation they entered into theſe terrible Scenes, Let 
this be born in Mind, whilſt the enſuing Narrative 
is peruſed, and 1 doubt not but the honeft Reader 
will allow that (as a Man, benevolent and full: of 
Tenderneſs for my Fellow-creatures) I have ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon for ſo warm a Reſentment againſt the 
common Enemy of Nature. An Enemy, who 
with all his Impudence cannot pretend to have been 
in the leaſt obliged to act in ſuch a Manner, from 
the laudible Motives of Selt-defence, or a prudent 
Regard to his own Security, 

In 1741, upon the Elector of Bavaria's de- 
daring himſelf a Candidate for the Imperial Crown, 
then vacant by the Death of the Emperor 
Charles VI, in which he was likely to meet with 
great Oppoſition, France, who never cares to loſe 
an Opportunity of fiſhing in troubled Waters, re- 
ſolved to ſupport the Elector's Claim, and, enable 
him to cut his Way to the Diadem he fought; 
through all the Oppoſition he could poſſibly meet 
with from thoſe who either through Intereſt; or a 
uſt Regard to the Freedom of that Right of Elec- 
tion, which is the Soul of the Germanic Conſtitu- 
tion, ſhould be influenced to give their Votes ano- 
ther way, The preſcnt Empreſs of Germany had 
been acknowledged as Succeſſor to the hereditary 
Dominions of her Father the late Emperor, by 
moſt of the Powers of Europe, and accordingly 


crowned Queen of the Kingdoms of Hungary and 


Bohemia, &c. Yet, hardly was the Father cold 
in his Grave, e're the Daughter was furiouſly at- 
tacked by the King of Pruffa, who aſſerted a 
Right to part of the new Queen's Auſtrian Domi- 
nions. Upon this the Kings of Spain and Poland, 


and 


M CF) 

+ dad the Elefor of Bavaria took it into their 
e © Heads to have a Right allo to ſeveral other Parts 
of her Dominions; the latter, eſpecially, though 
* the others claimed a vaſt deal, reſolved to put in 
for the whole. All theſe Powers at once invading 
t © the diſtreſſed Heireſs, ſeized and conquered all be- 
fore them with a ſurprizing Rapidity, it being im- 
poſſible for her quickly to make head againſt fo 


many Enemies at once. France with Envy beheld 
the charming Prizes made by theſe Invaders, and 
e immediately hit of an Expedient for coming in for a 
o © Share with them. As ſhe had not ſo much as the 
n Shadow of any Title to the leaſt Part of the Auſtrian 
n Territory, ſhe had only one Expedient for joining in 
it the Quarrel, and that was to act as an Auxiliary to 

the Elector of Bavaria, in order to promote his 
Claim to the Imperial Crown : Though in Truth 
i, France had no more Right to intermeddle in the 
Election of the Emperor, than moſt of the other 
h * Powers had to rob the Queen of Hungary of her 


ſe Patrimony: But what idle Pretences will not French 
e Impudence think righteous enough to ſanctify their 
le ; arbitrary Schemes and Proceedings. In truth, they 


did not much trouble their Heads as to what the 


> World thought of their Conduct; it was ſufficient 
x for them that they now ſaw a favourable Opportu- 
by 7 nity for advancing their Steps towards Univerſal 
a- © Monarchy, by lending a helping Hand towards 
>= x7 compleating the Ruin of the Houſe of Auſtria, the 
d greateſt Obſtacle to her Encroachments upon the 


Liberties of Europe. 


Among all the Inſtruments of French Tyranny, 
ly 7 the Marſhal Belliſie was pitched upon as the Prin- 
4 dipal, for carrying on the Project againſt the Li- 
14 berties of Germany. The Marſhal had himſelf 
formed the Scheme which the Tyrant his Maſter 
2 thought fit to proceed upon, and which turned 
jj. 73 chiefly on theſe two Points: Firſt, to procure the 
4 Imperial Crown for the EleRor of Bavaria: Se- 


condly, 
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condly, to furmſh that Prince with ſuch a Force 
as would enable him to ſtrip the Queen of Hungary 
of her hereditary Dominions. In order to this a 
Treaty was concluded with the Elector at Nym- 
phenbourg *, by which the latter agreed, in Conſi- 
deration of the Aſſiſtance to be lent him by France, 
« That he never would, in caſe he ſhould carry 
his Election, attempt to recover any of the 
&« Towns or Provinces of the Empire conquered 
& by France; but if the latter ſhould be at any _ 
& time diſpoſed to reſtore them, he ſhould, in lieu 
thereof, pay 45 Millions of Livres for the Ex- 
« pences of France in ſupporting his Election. 
« The Elector alſo promiſed in his Imperial Ca- 
1 pacity to renounce the Barrier Treaty, and to let 
France irrevocably keep whatever Places ſhe 
& ſhould conquer in the Netherlands.” 

Agreeable to this infamous Treaty, forty thou- 
ſand Frexch under Marſhal Broglio joined the Elec- 
toral Troops of Bavaria, and altogether making 
an Army of ſeventy thouſand Men, commanded 
in Chief by the Elector himſelf, ſuddenly began 
their March along the Danube, and ſurprized the 
Imperial City of Paſſaw, the Key of the Uyper 
Auſtria. This unlooked- for Attack not only flung 
the People of that City and the Neighbourhood 
into the greateſt Terror and Conſternation, but even 
the City of Vienna itſelf; ſo that it was generallß 
thought, that if the Elector had marched imme- 
diately to that Capital, he might have made himſelf 
Maſter of it at a ſmall Expence. But inſtead of 
this he, fortunately for the Queen, advanced a- 
gainſt Lintz, the Capital of Upper Auſtria, of which 
he eaſily got Poſſeſſion, and received ithe Homage 
of the States of the Country. This gave the 
Queen time to ſtrengthen herſelf, and that ſo ef- 
fectually, that the Elector finding his Error when 7? 

* In Germany, a fine Palace belonging to the Elector of Ba > 
varia, ſituated near his Capital City of Munich. = 
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it was too late, reſolved to turn his Arms againſt 
Bobemia ; but firſt he exacted moſt heavy Contri- 
butions of the Auſtrians, and both his own Troops 
and the French committed great Exceſſes, plunder- 
ing of Houſes, and murderihg ſuch of the Inhabi- 
ry tants as offered to obſtruct their Villainy. It was 
he > computed, that they carried off with them near 


ed eighteen hundred Waggons loaded with Plunder. 
ny At his Entrance into Bohemia, the Elector was 
eu joined by a large Corps of Saxons, which render- 
x- ing his Army too ſtrong to meet with much Re- 
n. © fiſtance, he took Prugue, the Capital of the King- 


As ; dom; by Eſcalade in the Night. On their enter- 


let ing this great and flouriſhing City, the French, 
he wjho had not the leaft Quarrel with the Bohemians, 


treated the Inhabitants as if they had been ever ſo 


u- much their Enemies, and pillaged them moſt ſe- 
c- verely, contrary to the Elector's Orders, and the 
ng better Example of his own Troops. As ſoon as 
ed the DiſtraRions of the City were a little cooled, 
an the Elector in the moſt arbitrary Manner, impoſed 
he himſelf on the People as their King, and was 
er > crowned with the uſual Formalities. Mean time 
g the Queen was not idle, ſhe aſſembled the States, 
dd RF and in a very moving Latin Speech repreſented to 
en them her diſtreſſed Condition:“ Abandoned as I 
ly , „ am, faid ſhe, by my Friends and Allies, and 
e- © attacked by my neareſt Relations, I have no Re- 
If ( ſource but to commit my Perſon, my Children, 
of and my Crown to the Care of my Faithful Subjects; 
a- © nor do I heſitate to truſt them with all! Their 
:h Loyalty and Courage leave me no room to doubt 
Je „ their exerting their Strength to defend me andthem- 


e MK ſelves in this melancholy Conjuncture,” Touch- 
ed with their Sovereign's Diſtreſs, her Nobles 
n IF unanimouſly aſſured her, They would ſacrifice 

their Lives and Fortunes to defend and ſupport 
her againſt all her Enemies :* And indeed, to, 
oped © W-”--- the 


. 


the utmoſt. of their Power they were as good ag 
their Promiſe; but none exerted themſelves more 
ſucceſsfully than the brave and loyal Hungarians, : 
At the Cloſe of the Campaign, the Auſtriun Gene- 
rals beat the French and Bavariaus in Upper * 
a Au ria, and recovered the important City of 
Lintz,: This done, they made Inroads into Bava- 
' | ria, laid almoſt the whole Electorate under heavy 
þ 
| 


Contributions, and, in fine, their Troops took 
Winter- quarters in the Enemies Country. f 

Next Year, the firſt remarkable Event was the 
Elevation of the Elector of Bavaria to the Im- 
| perial Dignity, which was the Effect rather of 
French Artifice, and the Intereſt they had acquired 
' in the Courts of the German Princes, than of their 
: Arms. For at the ſame Time the Auſtrians over- 
: ran, and entirely ſubdued the whole Electorate of 
Bavaria, Munich, the Metropolitan . City being 
taken by the famous Baron Mentzel. The Author 


by of the Perſeis has charged the Au,'rians, with hav- 
14 ing, upon this - Occalton, feverely revenged the 
5 Exceſſes of Cruelty upon the Bavarians, which 
5 themſelves had ſuffered the. Vear before from the 


Elector's Troops. However this, had it been 
true, was the more excuſable, as it was only a Re- 
taliation of Injuries, in which the others had been 
the Agreſſors. But it appears both by the Articles 
of the Surrender of Munich, and Count Kbeven- 
| bullar's Letter to the States of Bavaria, that this 
Charge is unjuſtly brought againſt the Auſtrians, 
and that all poſſible Care was taken to prevent any 
Complaints of this kind. | wad 
The Elector Palatine having ungenerouſly aſ- 
ſiſted the new Emperor with a Body of Troops, 
Marſhal Wevenbullar laid the City uf Newourgh, 
in the Upper Palatinate, under a Contribution of 
200,000, Florins. Baron Bernclau, another Au- 
 frian General, advanced towards Ratiſbon, an 1 
| | peria 


che Expecta 


(21) 


perial City on the Danube, belonging to the Ba- 
varian Family, and immediately took Poſſcſſion of 
the Suburbs of Stad ambof, witch four Regiments of 
Curaſſiers and Hungarian Horſe, followed by a 
1” large Body of Pandours, Maraſdius, Croats, and 
bother irregular Troops from the Queen of Hung ars 


Dominions on the Turky Side, whole Appearance 


> ſpread a general Conſternation, and great Terror 
among the People of - Ratiſbon 5 and indeed not 
without Cauſe, there being ſomething ſavage and 
terrible in their Dreſs and Aſpect “ Yet theſe 
People, ſo fierce in fight, behaved wich infinitely 
more Humanity than the French Troops, and the 


Nealiſboners had much leſs Reaſon to complain of 
the former (who, poor Creatures, hardly know 
= what Chriſtianity is) than the Auſtrians and Bobe- 


= mian; had of the latter, who pretend to be the 


moſt civilized People in Europe, and whoſe King 


: takes upon him the Title of Moſt Chriſtian. 


The War now raged furiouſly, and, contrary to 
tion of the whole World, the Auſtrians 
bore up with tolerable Succeſs againſt all their Ene- 


mies: This was in a great Meaſure owing to a Diſ- 


appointment the French deſervedly met with at the 
Court of Conſtantinople, - where to their eternal 
Shame and Scandal, both as Men and Chriſtians, 
they had uſed all that Artifice for which they ate 
ſo famous, to prevail on the Infidels to join in the 


general Attack of the diſtreſſed Queen, and not to 


let flip fo favourable an Opportunity for depriving 
Ther of her Kingdom of Hungary and other Domi- 


 Fnions on the Turkiſh Frontiers. Had the French 
PF gamed this Point, ſhe had indeed been irrecovera- 


. C2 Am n bly 


bey were generally large bodied Men, of a wild Appear- 
ace, dreſſed in the Skins of Bears, Wolves, and ather, Bralis, 
armed with Guns, and large heavy Scimeters,, and a Sort of 
IX Knives ſhaped like a Bayonet, with broad Handles. They 
march ſome on Horſeback and ſome on Foot. 


\ (132) ) 
bly ruined; as it would have deptived het of thoſe 
Parts of her Territory, from whence ſhe drew ' 
the moſt valuable and greateſt Part of her Forces. 
But the more conſcientious, more religious, more 
generous Turk, obſtinately perſiſted in refuſing to 
gratify the wicked and barbarous Deſigns of the 
French, though his own Intereſt, had he, like his 
Brother of France, only conſulted that, would cer- 
tainly have led him to violate the Treaty of Peace 
concluded with Germany, at Belgrade, not long be- 
fore the late Emperor's Death. But the Turk, 
viewing with Indignation the Perfidy of the 
Chriſtians, who had broke through the moſt ſo- 
lemn Engagements to rob and plunder a Neigh- 
bour, who had given them no other Umbrage than 
by having Poſſeſſions of which they thought them- 
ſelves ſtrong enough to deprive her, the generous 
Turk, I ſay, looking with Contempt on the, French 
and their baſe Inſinuations, reſolved to ſhame them 
by his more Chriſtian- like Example, and at laſt 
plainly told their Ambaſſador, That he was ſo 
« far from deſiring to add to the Queen of Hun- 
gars Misfortunes, that ſhe might depend on 
+. his Friendſhip:“ And repeated the ſame Aſ- 
ſurances to her Majeſty's Reſident at Conſtantinople. 
A noble Inſtance of that Probity and Generoſity 
- which ſhould reign in the Hearts of Princes: How 
oppoſite the Conduct and Character of his muſt 
-CuriSTIAN Majeſty / * ö 
About the Middle of the Campaign of this 
Year, viz. 1742, the King of Felge having ex- 
tended his Conqueſts as far as he at firſt purpoſed. 


concluded a Treaty of Peace with the Queen of 

Hungary, that Princeſs being glad to get rid of ſo 

powerful an Enemy, though at the Expence of 

* An Obſervation very juſtly made by the ingenious Mr. 

+ Dayte, in his Hiſtorical Review of the TranſaQtions of Europe,” | 
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all the Places he had conguered, which ſhe yielded 
up to him by this Treaty. This Monarch now 
withdrawing his Troops out of Bohemia, left the 
French and Bavarians there in the Lurch. They 
were ſoon after ſhut up in Prague, and in a ſhort 


Time ſhamefully forced to evacuate not only that 


City, but entirely to leave the Kingdom of Bo- 
bemia; though not till after many Thouſands of 
them had been ſacrificed to the juſt Vengeance of 
the Auſtrians. So little did the Tyrant of France 
gain by his perfidious Attempts againſt the Liber- 
ties of Germany, in this and the foregoiug Year. 
An Author of undoubted Authority on this Sub- 
ject ſays, **-That of near 130,000 Men, which 
« France had at ſeveral times ſent into Germany, 
« M. Broglio brought back ſcarce 20,000, and 
& thoſe in a very bad Condition.” It was reckoned 
that Lewis XV had, in theſe two Campaigns, loſt, 
not by Arms only, but alſo by Famine, Cold and 
Deſertion, 80,000 of his beſt Troops; a Loſs not 
to be repaired; Beſides the Expence of the War, 
computed at 14 Millions Sterling. 

This Year was alſo productive of two other 
Events very favourable for the Queen of Hungary, 


'viz. The Reſolution taken by the Eugliſb of en- 


tering into the War as Auxiliaries to the Houſe of 
Auſtria z a Step which his Britannick Majeſty was 
in Conſcience, and Honour, and by Treaty obliged 
to take. The other was a parallel Step taken by 
the King of Sardinia, who joining the Auſtrians 
declared War againſt Spain, l the, F1 

The next Year it pleaſed Almighty God further 
to manifeſt his Deteſtation of the unjuſt Proceed- 
ings of the moſt Chriſtian King, by bleſſing the 


Auſtrian Arms with ſuch. Succeſs, that after com- 


pleating the entire Conqueſt of the Emgeror's He- 
reditary Dominions, they drove the French entirely 
out of Germany, and then the Emperor gladly ſub- 

. 57 ge | 1k 4344.3 fe mited 


(14) 
mitted to make the beſt Peace he could with the 
n of Hungary, who generouſly reſtored him 
ſhe had taken from him, including his Trea- 
* of an immenſe Value. Among others the 
Queen's Troops which ſhared in the Glory of 
driving the Invaders out of Germany, the Enylifh 
Auxiliaries were not the moſt inconſiderable: it be- 
ing chiefly owing to them, and the Preſence of his 
Britannic Majeſty, that the French were beaten at 
the Battle of Dettingen. 

Thus were the preſumptive Deſigns of the French 
blaſted, though at firſt it ſeemed as if God would 
have permitted them to be accompliſhed. ©& Sile- 
be * a Prey to the Arms of Pruſſia; Upper- 

« Auſtria gained without a Blow ; Bohemia loſt; 
Vienna threatened with a Siege; and the anhap- 
0 ueen forced to take Shelter in Preſburg , 
& ſeemed very ſignal Advantages: Yet all quickly 
« vaniſhed in Smoke. The diſtreſſed Princeſs 
4 found in the remote and ſavage Parts of her 
« Dominions Reſources unknown to her Anceſtors. 
« She was ſoon ſupported by Numbers of brave 
< and hardy Troops, and her Allies ſupplied her 
« with Money, the Sinews of War. She became 
« in | her Turn victorious, and the Schemes of 
France began to appear both blindly projected 
« and ill-ſupported. Their Miniftry was puzzled 
« how to maintain a War of their own contriving. 
« The more they gained, the leſs they were able to 
« keep their Ground; and after loſing the Flower 
« of numerous and well-diſciplined Armies in Ger- 
t any, they found themſelves obliged ro evacuate 
& that Country; to abandon their Ally, the new 
* Emp-ror, to his Fate, and to recal the ſhatter- 
<« ed Remains of their Troops to defend their own 
A tag were Ter ſtill tenacious in her d 
nie and 
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b A City in Upper Hungary, about 40 Leagues from Vienna. 
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” « and undiſmayed by IIl-ſucceſs, France continu- 

d ed ſteady in her Views, and determined to make 

c new Efforts to ſuſtain them.“ For, 

In 1744, not content with her pernicious De- 
ſigns againſt the Liberties of Europe in general, 
ſhe formed others againſt the Repoſe and Happt- 

© neſs of Britain in particular. In Revenge for the 

Aͤſſiſtance lent by us to the Queen of Hungary, 

nothing would ſatisfy the Gallic Tyrant, but the 
enſlaving and ruining the whole Britiſp Nation. 
” This was to be effected by a Revolution in Eng- 
> land in favour of the Pretender, who, with his Fa- 
mily, on this Occaſion became the unfortunate 
Tools of a Crafty, felf-intereſted - Court. Great 
2 Preparations were made at Dunkirk, and ſeveral 
= thouſand Troops actually embarked; but Heaven 
> fought againſt them with its Winds, ſcattered them 
with a Tempeſt, and ruined their Scheme. Mean 
time the active Enemy of Mankind having declared 
War againſt the Queen of Hungary, and made 
- himſelf a Principal in the — — in which he could 
no longer act as an Auxiliary, aſſembled a vaſt 
s 1 Army in the Netherlands, with a Reſolution to 
1 \ make himſelf Maſter of the Dutch Barrier Towns *, 
| 
| 


by effecting which, he would not only make fo 
many valuable Conqueſts from the Auſtrians, to 
> whom they belonged though garriſoned by the 


= Dutch, but alſo put it into his Power to invade 
the Provinces of the Republick of Holland: The 
Fear of which might go a great Way towards pre- 
b vailing on the States-General not to enter into the 

War, to which they were ſtrongly ſollicited by 
7 K a Fi. of 
'  _F their old Friends the Engliſb, and indeed which 
. = they 
; * Theſe are Menim, Dendermonde, Ypres, Tournay, Mons, 


: + | Namur, and Maeſtricht ; all which, except the laſt, have been 
{ Conquered by France in the preſent War, 
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they were equally bound by Treaty to do, in favour 
of the Houſe of Auſtria. . 
The War ſoon became very hot in Flanders, 
whither the Auſtrian Generals were as ſoon arrived 
as the French; ſome few Advantages were at firſt 
rained by the former; but Heaven provoked at 
the Sins of Holland, thought proper to turn the Scale 
in favour of the French, in order to pave the Way 
for a ſevere Chaſtiſement of the former. The Tyrant 


himſelf appear*d at the Head of 120,000 Men in the _ 


Nighbourhood of Liſſe; and one of his Detach- 
ments under Count Saxe immediately ſeized on 
Courtray, Harlebeck, and Maneſton, after which 
he took poſt at Pont d Efprere,' in order to cover 
the Siege of Menin, which was inveſted by a Corps 


commanded by the King in Perſon. The Garriſon 


made as vigorous” a Defence as could be expected 
from 1600 Men; but the Attacks were carried on 
by the Beſiegers with ſuch dreadful Circumſtances, 

articularly the Mortars, which kept an inceſſant 
and terrible firing, that the Governor, to prevent 
the entire Ruin of ſo flouriſhing a Place, and the 
farther Effuſion of the innocent Blood of thoſe 
who defended it without any Proſpect of Relief; 
thought fit to Capitulate, Immediately after the 
Count de Clermont Prince was detach'd to inveſt 
Tyres, before which Place the Trenches were no 
fooner opened than the Beſiegers began furiouſly to 
play upon the Works with 120 Cannon and 40 
Mortars. On the gth Day of the Siege the French 
carried the Cover'd-Way Sword an Hand, which 
oblig'd the Garriſon to abandoſ the lower Town, 
and two Days after the Prince of Heſſe- Philip/dahi 


the Governor, ſurrender'd on Honourable Terms. 


Three Days after Fort Knocke was taken by the 


Duke de Boufflers. June 28th the French laid Siege 
to Furnes; which held out only till the fifth of July, 


when the Baron de Schwartzemburgh the Dutch 
| Governor 
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Governor Capitulated. All this while the allied 
Army was in no Condition to ſtop the rapid Pro- 
greſs of the Enemy. Had the Quota's which 


ſhould have been furniſhed by the ſeveral Powers 
been complete, it would have conſiſted of 76, ooo 


Men, viz, 22,000 Engliſh, 20,000, Dutch, (for 


> the States-General had now granted a Supply as 


Auxiliaries) 18,000 Auſtrians,and 16,000 Hanoveri- 
ang. But this Number was far from being ſufficient 


nad the Troops been compleat. However, about 


the End of Fly, Prince Charles of. Lorrain enter'd 


* Alſace, which obliged the French to ſend a conſi - 
> derable Number of their Troops thither to Rein- 
force M. Coigny who commanded there, and enable 

him to make Head againſt the Auſtrian Prince. 


This rendring the Allied Army in the Neighbour- 


hood of Bruſſels ſuperiour in their turn, it was ex- 


peed ſomething Material would now have been 


= undertaken by them, and indeed the Siege of Liſle 
> was talk'd of; but *twas only talk, the Allied Ge- 
"= nerals ® differ'd among themſelves, and not agree- 

ing in what Manner to act, acted nothing at all; 
indeed if they had been ever ſo unanimouſly in- 
dälined to undertake the Siege of Liſle, they muſt 
= have forborn the Attempt for want of Artillery. 


Mean Time Prince Charles's firſt Motions in 


> Alſace were attended with ſome Succeſs, when a 
fudden and unexpected Event oblig'd him to re- 
turn to the Defence of Bohemia, again Invaded by 


the inconſtant King of Pruſſia, with an Army of 
66,000 Men, This was the Conſequence of that 


Prince's Engagements with France, or indeed rather 
ol his Jealouſy of the Houſe of Auſtria, which having 


in its turn invaded the Territories of France, he 
feared might ſoon become more powerſul than he 
| D cared 


- * Theſe were General Wade, who commanded the Evghth, 
Count Maurice General of the Dutch, and the Duke 4 em- 


kung of the Auſtrians, 
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cared to ſee any German Potentate beſides himelf. 
He immediately laid Siege to the City of Prague, 
in which was a Garriſon of 16,000 Men, chiefly 
Militia, who defended the Place only ſix Days, and 
then ſurrender'd at Diſcretion. Indeed, *rwas in 
vain for them to think of making a much longer 
Defence of a Place not very ſtrong tho' very large, 
and which was ſeverely batter'd by 60 Pieces of 
heavy Cannon, and 30 Mortars, which in a little 
time reduced a conſiderable Part of this fine City to 
Aſhes. Prince Charles was not yet arrived in Bo- 
hemia, and the Generals Feſtititz and Bathiani who 
commanded what Troops the Queen had in that 
Kingdom, were unable to ſtop the further Progreſs 
of che Pruſſians, who went on taking one Place 
after another with great Rapidity, At length 
the Army from the Rhine under Prince Charles. 
arrived, and joined the other two Generals; but 
even yet the Queen's Forces were not a Match for 
the Enemy: however, the King of Poland now 
declaring for her, the Duke of Saxe-Meiſenfels 
Joined the Auſtrians with a Body of 24,000 Saxons, 
which now render'd the Prince Superiour to his 
Enemy as to Numbers, having go, ooo Men, while 
the King who had been lately reinforced, had net 
more than 70,000. . In ſhort, the latter now took 
the Reſolution of retiring into Se,, which he did 
as well as he could, while purſued by the Auſirians, 
who harraſs'd him exceſſively in his Retreat; and 
*twas computed that he Joſt by Sickneſs, Dcfertion, or 
killed and made Priſoners in flight Skirmiſhes, 
near one half of as fine an Army as ever took the 
Field. Prague alſo, on this occaſion, fell again 
into the Hands of its lawful Sovereign. 

Mean Time the French Troops which had been 
aſſembled in Al/ace, tho? they did not think fit to fol- 
low Prince Charles in his March for Bohemia, were 
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ed that they had Orders to conquer the Briſgaw, 
and other Territories belonging to the . Houle of 
Auſtria on that Side: Accordingly Marſhal Coigny, 
after poſſeſſing himſelf. of Briſac, Rotweil, and 
Villengen, without Oppoſition, On the 2 iſt of 
Sept. inveſted the ſtrong and important City of 
Friburgb, for which Siege the French had made 
incredible Preparations, having got together not 
leſs than 180 Pieces of Cannon of different Bores, 
82 Mortars, 120,000 Cannon Balls, 42, ooo Bombs, 
ſome of 500 Weight, and 200,000 Faſcines, be- 
ſides x 8,000 Peaſants employ'd in the T renches, in 
order to turn the Courſe of the River Treyſcheim, 
which ran before the Town. General Dammitz 
who commanded. in the Place with a Garriſon of 
9000 Veteran Troops, neglected nothing to make 
a good Defence, On the 11th of October the Ty- 
rant of France himſelf arrived in the Camp before 
Friburgb, attended by the Marſhals Belleiſie, 
; Maillebozs, and Noailles, the Pruſſian Velt- Marſhal 


* Schmettau, and the Saxon and Palatine Miniſters. 
> Tho' his Army conſiſted of $0,000 Men, the Siege 
proved one of the moſt obſtinate and bloody known 


for many Years, the Auſtrians diſputing relolutely 
every Inch of Ground, la ſhort, by their frequent 


Sy. 


Sallies, conſtant Fire, and numerous Mines, they 
made a dreadful Havock among the beſieged. 
However OZ. 19, the French under the famous 


Count Lowendabl, attack'd the Cover'd-Way, and 


carried it after a dreadful Diſpute, in which the 
Aſſailants loſt 4000 Men. At laſt their Bombs 


XX having reduced the Town to a heap of Rubbiſh, 


= (for the French fired after the Rate of 2000 Cannon 


ſhot, and 300 Bombs every Day during the Siege) 


the brave Governor on the fifth of November, after 
a gallant Defence of 45 Days, hung out the white 


; f Flag and capitulated to retire with the Remainder of 


his Gartiſon (making 4500 Men) into the Caſtle z 
D 2 and 


& _ 2; 
and, on the 28th was obliged to give up that alſos 
the Garriſon” to remain Priſoners of War. The 
Tyrant Conqueror could not refuſe the brave Dam- 
mitz all the Praiſes due to his Fidelity, Gallantry, 
and Courage, but pronounced him to be one of the 
beſt Officers in the World. ® 

During this Siege the Count de Clermont Princs: 
who ' commanded a ſeparate Corps, after raiſing 
vaſt Contributions in the Brisgaw, reduced the 
foreſt Towns belonging to the _—_ of Hungary 
but attempting to'make himſelf Maſter of Bregenz, 
a ſmall Town on the Lake of Conftance, be met 
with ſo vigorous an Oppoſition from the Peaſants, 
who took Arms, and barr'd up all the Paſſes with 
huge Trees felPd for that Purpoſe, that he was 
oblig'd to deſiſt from his Enterprize with confide- 
rable Loſs and Difgrace, 

| While theſe Things were tranſacting in Germany, 
Count Palſ, the ancient Palatine of Upper-Hun- 
gary, Failed a Body of 30,000 Troops, with which 
he made Incurſions within the Confines of Silſia, 
where they not only kept the Pruſſians in . e 
Alarm, but contributed alſo to check their P 
in Moravia, where their Huſſars had perk, op 
horrible Exceſſes, particularly at Triban, where 
they tortur'd the Magiſtrates, and other Inhabitants, 
to diſcover their Money and Effects, raviſh'd the 
Women and Maidens, and burnt and deſtroyed all 
that they could not carry off. — The Queen was ſo 
touch'd with the Tokens Count Pai had given 


of his zealous' Attachments to her, and particuliely' ? 


his expoſing his * in her Cauſe ſo much as he 
wh did, 


| WP 128 8 [5 to have loſt in this Siege 18,600 
Men. They took here 62 Colours and Standatds, which were 
pomponſly carried to the, Church of Notre Ban at Pari, 
They alſo ſaundyin Fo Flage 200 Braſs Cannon, 100 Iron, 70. 
Field, Pieces, 200 Mortars, 20,09 Cannan, Balls, 8000 Bombs, 
$0,000 Grenat0es charg'd, $07,000 weight of onder, Cr. 
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did, notwithſtanding his Age and Infirmities, that 
ſhe ſent him a Horſe with rich Furniture, a Sword: 
Set with Jewels, and a Diamond Ring of great 
Value, with the following ſhort but affecting Letter, 
under her own Hand, 


FaTHEr PALFI, 


« Receive this Horſe, worthy of being mount- 
cc ed by the moſt faithful of my Hungarians ; uſe 
c this Sword to defend me againſt my Enemies, 
4 and wear this Ring as a Token of my Af- 
c fection.“ 
1 MARIA TERESA. 


This Year the War was allo vigorouſly carried 
on in the Dominions of the King of Sardinia, and 
* ſeveral Tranſactions of note happened likewiſe at 
Sea; but as my Deſign is not to write a complete 
* Hiſtory of the preſent Wars, I ſhall paſs them 
over, and proceed immediately to the opening the 
Campaign of 1745. In January died the Empe- 

> ror, and it ſoon appeared that the new Elector his 
Son was not diſpoſed to renew that good Under- 
= ſanding with the Queen of Hungary which his 
= Father had broke through. This Month and the 
next the ſmall Parties and Detachments were very 
active on both Sides, In March the King of Pru/- 
ia put himſelf at the Head of an Army of 70000 
Men in Sileſia, reſolving to be beforehand with the 
Auſtrians, and proſecute the War he had begun, 
with all poſſible Vigour, The valiant Hungarians 
X however made a noble ſtand on the Frontiers of 
that Country, and gained ſeveral Advantages over 
the Pruſſians; but of ſmall Conſequence in Compa- 
riſon of the Succeſs of General Bathiani in Bavaria, 
where the new Elector was in a ſhort Time de- 
prived of all his Dominions, and forced to con- 
clude a definitive Treaty of Peace with che Court 


of 
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of Vienna; by which the Queen reſtored to him 
his Pacrimony, he promiſing to give his Vote for 
the Grand Duke of Tuſcany her Majeſty's Con- 


. fort, at the approaching Election of a new Emperor. 


Mean Time the French, with that Expedition to 


which they are generally indebred for their Succeſles, 


formed a very powerful Army, while the Allies 
were ſpending their Time in Negotiations, Con- 
tracts and Treaties, and advanced without any 
danger of. Oppoſition into the Auſirian Provinces ; 
where, after having threatened ſeveral ftrong Places, 
they ſat down before T; ournay, a Town of ſuch 
Conſequence that to have Liſle without this other 
alſo, was once ſaid by one of the greateſt Stateſ- | 
men of France, to be the ſamè thing as to have 
one Eye and want the other. 

Count Saxe cauſed the Trenches to be apa 
before this ſtrong City on the goth of April, with 
an Army of above 100,000 Men, a prodigious 
Train ot Artillery, and all the helliſh Engines of 
Deſtruction uſed in modern Sieges. The Garriſon 
at firſt ſeem'd reſol ved to hold out to the utmoſt 
Extremity, and made ſeveral ſucceſsful Sallies, in 
one of which they cut off two whole French Regi- 
ments. On the other Hand, the Beſiegers ſoon poſ- 
ſeſsd themſelves of Fort Antonio, which they carried 
Sword in Hand, cutting moſt of the Defenders to 
Pieces, and making the reſt Prifoners. In a ſhort 
Time the Tyrant himſelf, with the Dauphin his 
Son; arrived in the Camp ; "and then the Siege was 
carried on with greater Fury than before. 

As the Siege advanced very faſt, the Generals 
of the Allied Army perceived there was no Time 
to be Joſt, but that whatever could be done towards 


ailing it, ſhould be put in Execution immediately. 


Accordingly, his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Cumberland, Commander of the Engliſp, Marſhal 
Konig/e gg of the Auſtrians, and Prince Waldeck of 
the 
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the Dutch, reſolved to attack the Enemy, though 
advantageouſly poſted, as well as ſuperior in Num- 
ber. With this View, the Army, on the 11th of 
May, N. S. made a general Attack, but after a 
very hot Action, in which the Allies were twice 
repulſed, they were obliged to deſiſt, with the Loſs 
of about ten thouſand Men, among whom, on the 
Part of the Engliſh, were the Generals Campbell 
and Ponſonby; nor did the French come off with 
leſs Loſs, though they did all in their Power. to 
conceal it, forbidding their News- Writers to pub- 
liſh any Thing on that Head: However, accord- 
ing to very creditable Accounts, they. loſt near 
fourteen thouſand of their beſt Troops. 

In this Battle the Tyrant's Troops, gave uncom- 
mon Proofs of their Barbarity, Baſeneſs, and. Inku- 
manity ; of which the following Inſtances are well 
atteſted : 24 Cane) 6d 

L—d C —- 14, in his Letter to the 
Abbe de la Ville, on the Orders againſt publiſhing 
News- Papers at Paris, obſerves, That notwith- 
© ſtanding the ind, the tender, the charitable * Or- 
* ders that his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty gave with re- 
* gard to the unhappy brave Engliſhmen, who, 
« afcer being admired for their Valour and Intre- 
„ pidity, were, by the Fortune of War . left 


„ wounded in the Field of Battle, his Soldiers 


vious enough, his Lordihip repeats ironicaliy, 


* knocked out their Brains with the But Ends of 
* their Muſkets, with ſuch ungenerous Expreſſions 
as theſe in their Mouths, Ha Dogs ! Are you. nat 
dead yet? The Fact is ſtrange and inhuman, al - 


= © together inconſiſtent . with the Laws. of Huma- 


«+ nity, or the Rules of War, quite irreconcileable 
«© with the boaſted Valour z and, to ſpeak, che 


„Truth, with the uſual Practice of the French 
gs .. « Nation, 


® This is what the French have aſſerted, and what, it 1 ob- 


624) 
« Nation. But here lies the Miſchief after all, 
« that, notwithſtanding theſe Exaggerations, in 
« ſpite of theſe Improbabilities, it is ſtill a Fact, 
« a certain indubitable Fact.” 

But this is nothing to what his Lordſhip gives us 
to underſtand in the next Paragraph of his Letter, 
vx. That a Trumpet from the Allied Army 
« carried the French King a Coffer, ſealed with 
& the Arms of the Duke of Cumberland, the Ge- 
& nerals Count de Roningſegg, Prince Waidect, and 

„ Baron Wendt, filled with Pieces of thick Glaſs, 
« Braſs and Iron Buttons all bloody, that were 
& taken out of the Wounds of Lieutenant- General 
« Campbell, and of other Officers and Soldiers.“ 
His Lordſhip further adds, That all the Dutch 
© wounded: Soldiers that were carried to Mons, 
died with their Bodies ſo ſwollen that they were 
« ready to burſt.” To do juſtice, however, to 
the French King u n this occaſion, our noble 
00 - Writer obſ erves, that on Sight of theſe 
« diſmal Reliques, and the reading a very modeft 
« Letter from the Duke of Cumberland, importing 
« that the moſt cruel and barbarous Nations never 
« made uſe of ſuch kind of Weapons in carrying 
© on War, his Majeſty turn'd pale; and afterwards 
«« quitted the Room to avoid. expreſſing his Senti- 
ments.“ 

The ſame Nobleman alſo reflects as follows, on 
the very ſtrange Conduct of the French Generals, i in 
regard to the wounded left by the Allies in the 
Field of Battle, or taken in the Engagement, 
They firſt of all ſent to the Allies, to deſire 
ac would carry them off: Upon which the 

4 -Duke of Cumberland wrote the genteeleſt Letter 
& in the World, and ſent, agreeable to their De- 
«© mands, 205 Waggons to bring off the wounded 
& Men: Inſtead of which, both Waggons and 
Men were detained, contrafy to the Laws of 


_" —=— 


Nations, - 
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e Nations and Arms, with regard to the Carriages 
44 at leaſt, Theſe Things are new and extravagant, 
4 ſcarce ever heard of among Savages and Barba- 
4 xians; but not expected, nay indeed, ſcarce to 
c be believed, when reported of the French, who 
* pique themſelves ſo much on behaving with Ho- 
e nour in all Things, but more eſpecially in War, 
« which you know, Sir, has its Laws as well as 
„ Peace: Laws invented, practiſed, and ſubmit- 
; <« ted to by the braveſt and moſt civilized Nations; 


| 
. « and, which is ſtill more, the not practiſing of 
N 
| 
| 
| 


„ which has been conſtantly regarded as tae moſt 
infamous Note of Barbarity. But to wave Re- 
© «« flections, and to proceed in my Catalogue of 
„ Facts. 

„ The Engliſb Officers made Priſoners of War, 
| | 5 « when wounded, were refuſed Neceſſaries for their 
Money, and the Afliſtance of Surgeons : So that 
L * Wounds in themſelves not mortal, nor dangerous, | 
h 4 were ſuffer'd to become both, by this kind of | 
6 Uſage, notwithſtanding the " warmeſt Remon- | 
; cc ſtrances, and their procuring the Interpoſition | 
„ of Officers of Diſtinction in their Favour. Theſe 
= 2 Facts, however dark or glaring in their Nature 
1 E. are yet capable of being proved in the moſt 
ö authentic Manner, by Letters under the Hands 
ac of thoſe Gentlemen, ſetting forth their Caſes, and 
-<< their Apprehenſions, which were too fatally ve- 
= << rified by the Events. War, Sir, is in itſelf fo 
dig with Horror, ſo productive of Deſtruction, 
ſo fruitful of Evils, that it has always been the 
1 ſtudy of the Great and Good to deviſe a Variety 
<< of Means to leſſen, or at leaſt to alleviate them. 
Ho comes it then to paſs, that in the preſent 
War, in which there are no Circumſtances which 
= << might lead a Man to ſuſpe& more than ordinary 
Animoſities in the Combatants, ſuch different 

& < Methods ſhould be — * 
As 
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As an Appendix to the Extract from this noble 
Lord's Epiſtle, I ſhall inſert an Extract of another 
from a Surgeon who was made a Priſoner in the 
manner related by his Lordſhip, when the Wag- 
gons ſent to fetch off the wounded Men were de- 

„ We Surgeons, ſent to take care of the wound- 
© ed when carried from the Field of Battle, were 
& made Priſoners of War, and treated in'a very 
& mercileſs Way; for not only we, but about 1000 
« more, were ſtript of every thing valuable we 
© had, viz. Watches, Swords, Money and Cloaths, 
« and not only ſo, but our very Inſtruments 
« were taken from us, altho* the Barbarians ſaw 
« hundreds continually imploring our Aſſiſtance: 
c In this unprecedented Way we remained three 
« Days, Numbers dying every Hour, becauſe we 
et had nothing to dreſs them with. At laſt they 
« were flung into Waggons, and drove along the 
&© Cauſeway to Liſle, Valenciennes, &c. In this 
te jolting Journey, you may eaſily conceive the 
« Miſery of theſe poor Wretches, moſt with their 
« Legs, Arms, Sc. ſhatter'd to Pieces. | 

ce I aſſure you the Impreſſion is fo ſtrong on my 
« Mind, that no Time will efface the Remembrance: 
« I ſaw their Wounds, and heard their Groans, 
« At laſt we Surgeons were allow'd to paſs to our 
« Regiments, and when we arrived at the Camp, we 
« waited on his Royal Highneſs, laid before him the 
&« manner of our Treatment, and preſenting him 
« with a Bag of chew'd Balls, points of Swords, 
« Pieces of Glaſs, Flint, Iron, c. which we extracted 
« from the Wounds, This we did that his Royal 
« Highneſs might know what ſort of Enemies he 
« had to deal with. The Duke was much irritated, 
« and wrote immediately to Saxe to let him know 
ce that if the French intended to make War like 
Turks, and not like Chriftians, be would learn 
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& for the future how to receive them. Our Sol- 


= « diiers are quite exaſperated, and all ſwear that for 


« the future they will give theſe Barbarians no 


„ quarter.“ Ä 


The French midetmoſt extravagant rejoicings at 
at Fontenoy, (the Name of 
the Place where the aforemention'd Battle was 
> fought) and in Truth they had ſome Reaſon to 
exult, as they were now ſure of the Conqueſt of 


Tournay, the Reduction of which, with. Meni 


pres, Fort Knock and Furnes, taken by them | 
. Summer, compleats the Reduction of their ancient 
Barrier, as it ſtood before broken thro* by the Duke 
of Marlborough. After the Battle the French find- 
ing themſelves at Liberty to puſh the Siege of 
$ Tournay without diſturbance, replanted their Cans» 
non which had been drawn off to defend the Ave- 
nues of their Camp, redoubled their Fire, and. 
gained all the Out-works and Principal Defences of 
the Town; and when they began to batter in 
Breach, and a general Aſſault was every Day ex- 

pected, Baron Dorth, the Governor, retired on the 


* 


of 


324th into the Citadel, with his Garriſon, conſiſt. 


ing then of 5000 Men. On the 20th of the next 
Month, however, he was obliged to ſurrender the 
Titade] alſo, and marched out with about 5000 
3 being all he had left of gooo, the Number 


ofſthe Garriſon when the Place was beſieged. The 
Euch demoliſhed the Fortifications of this Place, 
s they did thoſe of the other Places they had taken 
* fore: A Practice extremely Politick, as Fortifi- 
tions are only, or chiefly, of uſe to the weaker 


Party, to inferior Numbers. Whereas they were more 
Fertain of Succeſs by preſerving their Forces entire, 

Phan by dividing them into Garriſons. 
After the taking of Tournay, the French made a 
Motion as if they intended to attack the Allied 
Krmy, which 882 * out to meet them, and re- 
2 


mained 
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mained forty Hours under Arms, but on a ſudden 
the Enemy march'd off and the Allies return'd to 
their Camp. 

Mean Time the Auſtrians were ſtill more unfor- 
tunate in their Conteſt with thebKing of Pruſſia, 
who gained the Battle of Fr:zdberg, over the Uni- 
ted Armies of Prince Charles and the Saxons under 
the Duke of Saxe Wieſſenfels. In Conſequence of 
this Victory the Pruſſians again enter'd Bohemia, 
where however they were prevented, by the excel- 
lent Conduct of the Allies, from executing any 
thing of Importance, ſo that before the End of the 
Campaign the King turned his Arms another Way 
and ente Saxony, which he conquer'd before he 

ut his Troops into Winter-Quarters. Mean time 
the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, was by the Intereſt of 
his Royal Conſort the Queen of Hungary, and of 
the King of Great Britain, elected Emperor. This 
happy Event, perhaps, influenced the King of Pruſ- 
ia the more eaſily to conſent to a Peace, which 
he concluded at Dreſden, the Capital of Saxony, 
which he generouſly reſtored to the King of Poland, 
and the three Powers were again made Friends, to 
the great Mortification of the French; who in 
the mean Time with a wonderful Rapidity had made 
- themſelves Maſters of Ghent, Bruges, Nieuport, 
Oudenarde, Dendermonde, Oſtend and Aeth: Such a 
rapid Progreſs can hardly be accounted for, unleſs 
we attribute it partly to the Corruption of the Dutch 
Garriſons, 'and partly to the Terror of the French 
Artillery, which no Place ſeemed now willing to 
abide. Nieuport ſuffer'd prodigiouſly by it, and 
Aetb, after ſtanding the moſt barbarous Siege that 
ever was known, was forced to ſurrender, tho? the 
Fortifications had received but little Damage, and 
the Garriſon had not above ten Men killed: But the 


Town itſelf was entirely ruined, having undergone _ 


2 continual Shower of Bombs and Red-hot Bul- 
f lets 


(29) 
lets, which reduced the Buildings. to Aſhes, and 
kill'd many of the Inhabitants. In ſhort, Count 
Wurmbrand the Governor declared that he was ob- 
liged to ſurrender out of Compaſſion to the Town; 
tho' he did not yield but upon honourable Terms. 
Though the Army of the Allies could not ſtop 
the Progreſs of the French hitherto, yet 'twas ex- 
pected they would however at all Events protect 
the great and Important Cities of Bruſſels and 
Antwerp, which they were enabled to do by the 
Situation of their Camp, in which they knew the 
Enemy would not venture to attack them. But now 
appears a Maſter-ſtroke of French Policy and In- 
duſtry, and this was the timely Inſurrection in 
Scotland in favour of the Pretender, whoſe eldeſt 
Son, France ſent over for that Purpoſe. And this 
effectually anſwer'd almoſt all her Purpoſes, the 
Chict of which was the drawing off the Englifþ 
Troops from the Army of the Allies, that ſo the 


. reſt of the Auſtrian Netherlands might the more 


eaſily be attack'd, The young Pretender indeed 
mct at firſt with ſurprizing Succeſs, and it was not 
long &er the King of England was actually oblig'd 
to reca l his Son and the greateſt Part of his Forces 
to de:end his own Dominions; and during the Ab- 
ſence of the Engliſh from the Allied Army, the 
French,making the moſt of the Opportunity, open- 
ed the Campaign by the taking of Bruſſels, and 
then prepared for the Siege of Antwerp, which 
however was not, nor was any thing elſe attempted 
till above two Months after; which Ceſſation was 
though: to be owing to the Diſtractions among the 
Tyrant's Councils, occaſioned by the Ruin of the 
Pretender's Affairs in England. 

Before I quit the Tranſactions of this Year, I 
cannot help taking Notice of the humane Diſpoſi- 
tion of the preſent Grand Signior, who, much 


more a Chriſtian than the moſt Chriſtian King, 


buſied 


. (30) 


buſied himſelf very much in hopes of prevailing on 
the jarring Princes of Chriſtendom to come to Terms 
of Accommodation, and put a ſtop to the decay 
of Trade, the Ruin of ſo many Countries, Cities, 
and Families, and the Effuſion of human Blood. 
To this End, (contrary to the uſual Cuſtom of the 
Court of Conſtantinaple, which has ever been to 
toment Differences among the Chriſtian Powers, 
that they might weaken one another, and ſo fall 
an eaſier Prey to the Turks) the Grand Signior 
offer*'d his Mediation for compoſing the Differences 
between the contending Nations of Europe. But 
tho* this proved ineffectual, he certainly merited 
more Thanks from the Chriſtians than 'tis thought 
he received. Among the Letters which came from 
the PoxT on this Occaſion, that wrote by the 
Grand Vizier to the Powers at War in general, 
ought to be preſerved among us to lateſt Poſterity, 
and therefore I have thought it worth a Place in 
this little Work : Indeed it is a curious Specimen 
of the Stile and Manner of thinking of the Turks, 
of both which we in this remote Part of the World 
are too Ignorant. The following is an exact Tran- 
Nation of this extraordinary Piece : Extraordinary 
indeed! A Turk ſends to admoniſh Chriſtians to 
Peace and Benevolence! Glorious Behaviour in the 
former, reflecting double Shame on the latter, not 
only for ſo much needing the good Offices of In- 
fidels, to whom we ought to ſet Examples, worthy 
the Advantage we have over them, by the Religion 
we profeſs, but alſo becauſe we have yet ſo little 
attended to the excellent Admonitions ſo generouſly 
ſent us, by one fo little intereſted in our Proſperity. 


But to the Letter, 
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LETTER of the Grand Vizier, in relation 
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to the Grand Signior's Mediation. 


« God having created the World, and all that 
is therein, at laſt created Man, in order to put 
the laſt Hand to this his wonderful Work, as 
being him for whom all the reſt was defign'd ; 
giving him the Sovereignty thereof, and endow- 
ing him at the ſame Time with ſuch bodily Ad- 
vantages, and with ſuch Talents of Mind, as 
fitted him for an abſolute Dominion over Land 
and Sea. 
In order to procure Felicity to human Life, 
Man applied himſelf to Arts and to Employ- 
ments in ſeveral Countries. Thoſe that would 
not ſubrnit to carry on the common Buſineſs of 
Life, were from Time to Time advertiſed of 
their Duty; and in Caſe they continued Refrac- 
tory, recourſe was had to Wars, in order to ob- 
lige them thereto. 
© The fame reaſoning took Place when the 
ſame Malady infected Princes; and the ſame 
Remedy was applied to cure their Diſorders, 
But in ſuch Caſes, when Things begin to grow 
better, it is but juſt to think of reſtoring Peace, 
as the ſole Source of human Happineſs ; and 
when once this is undertaken with good Will, the 
great Author of Harmony, and giver of Peace, 
ſoon affixes his Seal to it. It is natural for Man to 
have an Averſion to Arms, and yet Princes 
often find it neceſſary to have recourſe to them 
for the Maintenance and Support of their Rights 3 
yet how juſt ſoever Wars may be in their Com- 
mencement, they cannot, with any Shadow of 
Juſtice, be long continued; becauſe the Conſe- 
ences that attend them are worſe than the Evils 
the7 meant to take away; ſince they create 
« Effuſton 
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Effuſion of Blood, and infect the Air, fo that it 


K @a @.@ „e 8. & 


communicates Diſeaſes both to Man and Beaſt. 
The Port hoped that, for theſe Reaſons, the 
Princes of Chriſtendom would have put an End 
to the War, in order to prevent ſuch Calamities; 
but being inform'd by the Embaſſadors, Envoys, 
Reſidents, and Agents ſettled here, that they are 
about to take the Field with numerous Armies 
this Campaign, from whence nothing can be ex- 
pected but black Events, it has been thought pro- 
per to repreſent to all the Miniſters at the Court of 
the moſt Gracious, moſt Invincible, moſt Puiſſant 
Emperor, the Shadow of God on Earth, the Pa- 
tron of the Grand Vizir, that, 

I. This muſt occaſion a vaſt Effuſion of hu- 


© man Blood, and muſt expoſe a Multitude of In- 
© nocent Families to Ruin and Deſtruction. 


II. That it muſt give a Sanction to the Breach 


© of all Laws, Human and Divine, by attributing 
© to force what ought to belong to Right; and 
thereby confound all Order, Induſtry, and Arts. 
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III. That it muſt prove the Cauſe of interrupt- 


ing Commerce, even among the Subjects of 


ſuch Powers as are not engaged in War, to the 
great Loſs and Detriment of the human Species 
in general, | 
© That his ſublime Highneſs having a tender 
Senſe of Humanity, which 1s natural to all great 
Minds, has judg'd it proper to interpoſe, and to 
endeavour to find out the Means of Compromi- 
ſing theſe Differences, that thereby Peace may be 
reſtored, and Trade be reſumed and flouriſh as 
formerly. The Grand Vizir therefore has 
thought it his Duty to inform the reſpective 
Powers at War, of this moſt beneficent r * 
« dable 


In this Reſpect, indeed, the Turks as well as the reſt of the 


World were intereſted in the Subject of this Letter, the Levant 


. Trade being not a little interrupted by the War. 


* 1 

ddable Deſign (in the Sight of God and Man) of 

d his ſublime Highneſs, in order to know their Sen- 

= <« timents thereupon; becauſe this ſeems extremely 
2 < derer towards the bringing his kind Intenti- 


ons to Perfection; and therewith hath alſo tranſ- 
>< mitted the Grand Signior's Letter to confirm 
*« theſe Repreſentations, &c.” 


© After the taking of Bruſſels, the French, as I 
have obſerv'd, remained almoſt inactive for about 
*two Months, however in May they obliged the 
Allies (who were not 50, ooo, whereas the French 
were above double that Number) to abandon 
Mechlin, and their advantageous Camp behind the 
Dyle, and to retire to Antwerp, which they alſo 
abandon'd on the approach of the Enemy, leaving 
& Garriſon of 2000 Men in the Citadel, and re- 
treated to Breda, where they poſſeſs'd themſelves of 
an advantageous Camp. Mean Time the French 
ppened the Trenches before the Citadel of Antwerp, 
On the 24th, and the Garriſon ſurrender'd on the 
& iſt of May 1746. On the jth of June the Ty- 
Fant's Forces opened Trenches before Mons, the 
Capital of Hainault, one of the Provinces of the 
' * Auſtrian Netherlands. This Siege at firſt did not 
Bo on with the uſual Rapidity of the French: 
owever they made themſelves Maſters of it in the 
zeginning of the next Month, and then laid Siege 
© Charleroy, which they took in three Days. Thus 
| * French proceeded from Advantage to Advan— 
| Age, without interruption, the Allies under Prince 
Par les not being ſtrong enough to attempt any 
Wing. However at preſent they were ſo encamped 
o be able eſſectuaſly to cover Namur, the only 
ace except Luxemburgh, which now remained 
e Wconquered, of all the Auſtriau Netherlands. But 
e Enemy happening to furprize Hay, where the 
lies had conſiderable Magazines, and thereby 
" F Cuſtins 
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cutting off their Communication with Holland, by the 
way of Maeſtricht, the Prince found himſelf neceſſi- 
tated to pas the Maes, and thereby left Namur | 
expoſed. Accordingly it was vigorouſly attack'd, | 
and oblig'd to ſurrender, both Town and Citadel, 
after about a Fortnight's Siege, the Garrifon of 7000 1 
Auſtrians remaining Priſoners of War, A much 
longer Defence was expected from this ſtrong Place, 
but no Fortreſs was now found capable of holding q 
out long againſt the numerous and well-ſerved Ar- 
tillery of the French. A continual Shower of 15 
Bombs made dreadful Havock among the Buildings 
of the Citadel, and blew up two Magazines of 
Powder, by which Multitudes of the Defendant | 
were kilPd-or diſabled, and thence followed a ne- | 
ceſſity of ſurrendring. After the taking of this Im-. 
portant Place, the Campaign was concluded with 
a ſmart Action near Ziege, between the Armies of 
France and the Allies, in which neither Side ſeem- 
ed to have the Advantage; for tho' the latter in 
the End were obliged to retreat, yet the former 
were thought to have loſt near ten Thouſand Men, 
whereas the Allies did not loſe above 6000, and | 
few Accounts make them above 5000. The Allies 
were the better enabled to ſtand their Ground as 1, 
they did in this Action, as they had received Jarg: | N 
Reinforcements from England, where the Rebellion 
raiſed by the young Pretender was happily ſuppreſs! d! 
by the Duke of Cumberland. Prodigious Preparati- | 7 
ons were made during the Winter, on both Sides, for 
proſecuting the War with greater Vigour than ever; 
and the Allies gave our that they would have u 
Army of 130,000 Men on Foot early in the Spring, 
to act offenſively under the Command of his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, who had ac- 
quired great Reputation by his Defeat of the young 
Pretender in Scotland, and the happy Iflue he bad 
put to the Rebellion in that Country, Fut 
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all came to nothing. *Tis true indeed, the Allies 
did get together a greater Force than uſual, but the 
French ſtill out number'd them, and in April be- 
gan the Campaign by the Attack of Dutch Flanders, 
which Count Lowendab! enter'd at the Head of 
30,000 Men, He ſoon made himſelf Maſter of 
$luys, the ſmall Garriſon ſurrendering Priſoners, 
Sas van Ghent made a better Defence, but was ob- 
lig'd to yield on the ſame Terms, and then the 
Conquerors ſat down before Hulſt. So unexpected 
a Calamity, (for the Dutch never dreamt of being 
attack'd in their own Country, no Declaration of 
War having paſgd between them and France) 
never felt Ma 1672, could not fail of terribly 
alarming the States, who, in ſhort, were now ob- 
lig d to have recourſe to the ſame Means as then 
proved their Preſervation, but how it will turn out 
in this dreadful Exigency, God only knows. This 
Expedient was the advancing the Prince of Orange 
to thoſe.Employments which had deen ſo glorioufly 
adminiſtred by his Anceſtors, namely, the Stadt- 
holderſhip of the ſeven United Provinces, into 
which he was inſtall'd with all the uſual Ceremonies 
at the Hague, on the 15th of May, N. 8. 

Mean Time, after a-ſharp Siege, in which great 


Numbers were killed on both Sides, Hulſt was ob- 


lig' d to ſurrender, The Fort of Sandberg, garri- 


ſonꝰ d chiefly by Engliſh, which cover'd Hulſt, was de- 
fended with great Reſolution, particularly by the 
Royal Scotch Regiment, who loſt their Major Sir 


Charles Ereſtine, and many others. This Fort be- 
ing loſt, the Engliſh, under Lord John Murray, 
in the Abſence of General Fuller, retreated to Welſt- 


-boorden, where the next Day they embark'd by 
order of his Royal Highneſs the Duke, who ar- 


rived too late to ſuccour Hulſt, as he intended, 
having made a large Detachment for that Purpoſe, 
but the Place was given up by General /a Rocque 
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the Dutch Governor, on the Day of the Duke's 
Arrival. | 

Next the French took Poſſeſſion of Axel and 
Ternueſe, and had got ready a vaſt Number of 
flat· bottom'd Boats, for a deſcent on the Iflands of 
Zealand; but the Stadtholder having prepared for 
their Reception, and Commodore Metche!! with a 
Squadron of Engliſb Men of War being ſtationed to 
intercept them, this enterprize was fruſtrated. Soon 
after, viz. on the firſt of July, N. S. happened 
the Battle of Lavalt, in which the Allies were 
worſted, and that excellent Engliſþ Genera) Sir 
John Legonier was taken Priſoner: The Lots 
however was nearly equal on both Sides, and not 
very great on either. This Battle was immediately 
tollowed by the ever memorable Siege of Bergen- 
op-zZoom, of the Particulars of which the ſecond 
Part of theſe Memoirs, by another Hand is com- 
poſed. I cannot more properly conclude the firſt, 
than with a Tramcript of a moſt lively Reflection on 
the Miſeries and Calamities of War, by a certain 
Nobleman who ſerv'd in the Wars, Anno 1734 
under the King of Sardinia, then in League with 
France againit the Houſe of Auſtria, This Noble- 
man having givena Relation of the bloody Battle of 
Parma in the Year juſt mentioned, between the 
French and Imperialiſts, goes on thus. | 

© The King of Sardinia, whom the Queen's 
IIIneſs had call'd to Turin four or five Days be- 
< fore, returned to the Army early on the Morning 
after the Battle. Every body knows the Valour 
of this Prince; he expreſſed a great Regret at 


the Field, to ſee the Ground on which the Diſ- 
poſitions were made for the Engagement. He 
was attended by ſeveral general Officers, among 
whom I was, As our Cavalry had not been en- 


« gaged, 


„„ 


having come too late, and immediately viſited 
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oaged, but remained behind at ſome Diſtance 
during the Heat of the Battle, I was ignorant of 
what had paſo d. Curioſity led me to attend his 
Majeſty that I might hear the Account given him 
of the Affair; but the Horror which reign'd on 
all Sides, ſoon inſpired me with different Thoughts, 
I fancy'd, I beheld, at a little Diſtance from me, 
among the Dead, a Captain of my Acquaintance, 
I rode a little off from the Road to examine 
nearer, and found it was he. After paying a 
Sigh to his Memory. I caſt my Eyes on the 
Plain, where the Enemy had left their Dead. I ſaw 
10 or 12 Thouſand Men ſtretch'd out naked and 
disfigured with Wounds ! Inhumanity itſelf muſt 
have melted at the Spectacle. The Reflection 
of Xerxes preſently occur'd to me; alas, thought 
I, all theſe Men were living within theſe twenty- 
four Hours! Why, are they no more? What 
Frenzy ' has thus led them to cut each others 
Throats? Were they Enemies? No, they did 
not ſo much as know one another, Were Glory, 
Ambition, or love of Wealth their Motives ? 
Alas, the Memory of the greateſt Part of them 
is buried with them, and all their Recompence 
is a few wretched Spoils as the Fruits of their 
Dangers. - But continued I, am | lefs Criminal? 
Want, wretchedneſs, or force made moſt of theſe 
become Soldiers; but what obliges us to ſhare 
in the ſame Cruelties? Have theſe Men, with 
whom I am fo earneſt to fight on the firſt Occa« 
ſion, ever offended me? Did theſe Country-men, 
whole Grounds | lay waſte, ever commit any ſuch 
Hoſtilities on my Eſtate ? What then is it induces 
me to act a Part ſo contrary to Reaſon and Hu- 
manity? Muſt I Purchaſe a poor Renown at the 
Price of ſuch Oppreſſion and ſo much Blood? 
Have I ſtudied the World from my Infancy, and 

© am 


(33) 
© am I ſtill ſway'd by ſuch weak Prejudices? Ts 
« this the true Happineſs I have fo long ſought? 
Or can I hope to find it amidſt the Tumult and 
* Rage of War? Good God! What weak Crea- 


_ © tures we are! I Reaſon, I Philoſophiſe, I behold 


<« Virtue with a kind of Fondneſs; yet all my Spe- 
< .culations-have hitherto only ſerv'd to ſhew me my 
on Weakneſs, and heighten my Shame 

Theſe Reflections (in which the Calamities of 
War are placed in fo. ſtrong.a Light, and in which 
the Sentiments are ſo extremely beautiful and juſt, 


that tis impoſſible they ſhould not move the Rea- 


der with Compaſſion for his Fellow Creatures) are 
equally applicable to many other Occaſions wherein 
Men have been blindly ſacrificed by Thouſands to 
the Folly or Ambition of Monarchs; fo true in all 
Ages has been the Maxim of Horace. 


Delirant Reges, plectuntur Achivi. 


— — 
FL . 


The End of the firſt Part. 
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Moſt Chriſtian Brute; 


PART II. 


Containing an accurate Narrative of tl Siege 
of Bergen-op-200m, by the French under 
Count LowEnNDAHL, Anno 1747. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE greateſt and boldeſt Under- 
PERS taking the French have embark'd in 
WI ſince the Commencement of the pre- 

dent War, is, doubtleſs, the Siege 
doof Bergen-op-zoom, ſometimes call- 
ed {ſimply Bergen; a Place fo ſtrong, 
both by the Advantages Nature has afforded it, in 


its Situation, and by the Improvements of Art, that 


ſurely, nothing but his Experience of the paſſive 
Behaviour of the Duteb on many late and ſignal 
Occaſions, could have prompted Marſha] Saxe to 
think of ſuch a Siege, or inſpire him with any 
tolerable Hopes of its Succeſs. Beſides, it was not 
only the City itſelf that they had to reduce (a City 
which, tho? ſeveral Times beſieged by great Ar- 
mies, and great Commanders, had never yet been 
taken) they had alſo a large Corps of the beſt 
Troops in the Service of the Allies to drive out of 
the Lines near the Town. But this it ſeems M. 
Lowendabl reſolv'd ſhould be his dernier Reſort, 
tho* it was impoſſible for him to inveſt the Plac 
withqut gaining theſe Lines. | 

Indeed *tis probable that the Troops of his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty hardly would have undertaken 
the Siege of Bergen-op-zoom, had they not been 
almolt under an abſolute Neceſſity - of taking this 
Step, or dozing out the Campaign inactive, or at 
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(i) 
beſt, acting only on the defenſive. But aden 
would have been almoſt as fatal to them as the 
Loſs of a Battle, or half the Towns they have 
taken from the Allies. Had they, aſter the Battle 
of Val, contented themſelves with barely defend- 
ing their new Acquiſitions in the Netherlands, fuch 
Acquiſitions would in Truth have been too dearly 
bought, or rather I might have ſaid maintained at 
a far greater Expence than firſt purchaſed. For by 
an inactive Campaign, after their prodigious and 
ſucceſsful Efforts to gain the Superiority over the 
Allies, as to Numbers, they muſt have loſt all the 
Advantages of that Superiority, and conſequently 
have thrown ſuch a Weight into the Scale of their 
Enemies, as muſt have turn'd the Balance in Favour 
of the Allies for this Campaign at leaſt, if not 
made it preponderate on their Side, during all the 
Remainder-of the: War, And the Reaſon of this is 
obvious. Were the vaſt Expences the French have 
been at to ſend fuch great Armies into the Field this 
Year, to produce them. no other Fruits than ſuch as 
uſually ſpring from an inactive Campaign, they muſt 


(it not downright ruin d) at leaft find it extremely 


difficult to keep the Field in the next. If it” be 


alledg*d that the ſame Difficulties may alſo from 


the ſame Source embarraſs the Allies, to this I an- 
ſwer, that in my Opinion the Allies are able to 
bear the Expences of the War longer than the 


Grand Monarch, who has ſo long had ſo many Irons 


in the Fire at a Time, that his Ability to manage 
them all ſo well as he hath hitherto done, is in- 


deed very ſurprizing. But 'tis now the Opinion of 


many profound Politicians, both in England and 
Holland, that Leis XV, at length begins to per- 
ceive the Sinews of War to relax, and that to ſo 
great a Degree, that *cis next to impoſſible he 


fhould hold out much longer, at leaſt without far 


greater Conqueſts and much richer Acquiſitions than 
| it 
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( ut') 
it has yet pleaſed God to grant him. But leaving 
this Digreſſion, let us return to our Subject. 

Into the Dilemma I have mentioned, the French 
were unluckily precipitated by their boaſted Victory 
at Val; I ſay precipitated,” for *ts- probable they 
muſt at length have been in the very Condition 
they now are in, had that Action never happen'd: 


And ſome I know are of Opinion that it produced 


no other immediate Conſequences than the mutual 
weakening of both Parties. The Plan of Opera- 
tions formed by M. Saxe for this Campaign, made 
it neceſſary for him to begin with the Reduction of 
Mae ſtricht, which however he could not accom- 
pliſh, without firſt beating the Joint Forces of 
the Allies under the Duke of Cumberland, whoſe 
Camp was fo ſituated as to cover that Place ef. 
fectually. In ſhort, all depended on the Succeſs 


of the Attack at Val; and how far the French did 


ſucceed in it the World hath ſeen. They remained 
Maſters of the Field of Battle, tis true, but they 
did not beat the Allies out of their Neighbourhood- 
of Maefiricht,” nor have they yet thought fit to 
attempt it again. In fine, their Troops being con- 
ſiderably weakned, and much diſbeartned by their 
dear- bought Victory, they were, as I ſaid before, 
under the Neceſſity of lying inactive the reſt of the 
Seaſon, or of attempting the Reduction of Bergen- 
op- gο . Breda, indeed, or Roterdam, or ſome 
other Place, might, on this Occaſion have felt the 
Thunder of Lewis XVth's Artillery, but no other 
was of equal Importance to Bergen, it being in 
truth the Maſter- Key to all the grand Inlets into 
the United Provinces. | 

Count Lowendabl, Commander of the French 


Forces before Bergen op ⁊oom, has long been look'd 


on as a very able Genzral, and has long been a 
Favourite with Marſhal Saxe, who is certainly as 
good a Judge of Military Merit as himſelf is a 
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Ed, 
great Example of it. When firſt the Marſhal de- 
tach'd from the Grand Army the Corps under 


Count Lowendabl, he left it to the Count's Deter- 


mination, either to employ thoſe Troops in a Deſcent 
upon South Beveland, or to fit down before Bergen- 
een according as he ſhould find himſelf rea- 
onably induced from the Motions of the Allies, 
upon his leaving the Grand Army. 

The Dutch penetrating this General's Deſigns, 
made all the Diſpoſitions in their Power to render 
them ineffectual. Beſides the Meaſures taken for 
the Defence of South Beveland, Orders were ſent 
to Prince Waldeck to haſten with a conſiderable 
Body of Troops from the Grand Army of the 
Allies at Maeſftricht, to reinforce the Prince of 


Saxe Hilburghauſen, who commanded the Corps. 


encamp'd in the Lines near Bergen. Orders were 
likewiſe ſent to the Garriſons ot Sandvliet, and 
Fort Lillo on the Scheld, to defend themſelves to the 
laſt Extremity, in Cale Lowendahbi ſhould attack 
them, as it was not doubted but he would do, in 
order to facilitate his Attempt on Bergen-op-2oom. 
The Count ſoon perceived that the Dutch began 
now to be in good Earneſt, and that to defend their 
own Territories, and thoſe of another were two 
very different Things; he ſaw that, turn which 
Way he would, he was like to meet with more 
Oppoſition than the Troops of his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty had yet met with from that very delibe- 
rating People. In ſhort, he determin'd to Jay 
aſide his projected Deſcent on South Beveland, 
which he had been warmly inclin'd to, and at 
once fall upon Burgen-op- zoom. He conſider'd that 
the taking of this Important Place would not only 
greatly facilitate an Attempt againſt South Beveland 
afterwards, but allo afford him an eaſy Inlet into the 
Heart of the United Provinces on the Side of Dutch 
Brabant, and indeed into Zealand too. 
| Having 


eee — 2 
wn AS = 4 +, F $7 
Boer "I 


* mu _ — 
rr 


. 

Having thus hinted at the Reaſons which indu- 
ced the French to undertake this important, and, 
as it hath-prov'd, bloody Siege, I ſhall, before. 
enter into a Detail of the Particulars th:reof, pre- 
ſent the Reader with a ſhort Deſcription of the 
City and Fortifications of Bergen-op-zoom, which 
hath, ever ſince Coehoorne's Time been reckoned one 
of the ſtrongeſt Places in Europe. 


A ſhort Deſcription of Bergen-op-zoom. 


Bergen-op-zoom literally ſignifies be Lill upon the 
Zoom. The Dutch Word Zoom ſignihes a Hem ot 
Seam, and metaphorically. a Border or Boundary 3 
this Place being on a Lake fo called, which di- 
vides Zealand and Brabant. The Town is ſituated 
on an Eminence in the middle of a Morals, halt a 
League from the Eaſtern Branch of the Schelg, 
with which it has a Communication by a Navigable 
Canal; and is ſo ſtrong by Nature as well as Art, 
that this, if any Place, may be look'd on as Im- 
pregnable. By its advantageous Situation, 1t nor 
only ſecures the Communication between Holland 
and Zealand, but opens the Dutch a Way into 
Brabant whenever they pleaſe, through which they 
have formerly made Excurſions into the Heart of 
that Country. 7 
The Marquiſate of Bergen op, zoom (which had 
anciently only the Title ot Lordſhip, taken Anno 
1287, out of that of Breda) was creed by the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth, in Favour of Autonio de 
Glimes his Favourite, Anno 1553; fince which ic 
has deſcended by Heirs Female to the preſent E- 
lector Palatine, who is in ſome ſort Sovereign of 
it, but holds it as a moving Fief of the Dutchy of 
Brabant, and does Homage ſor it to the ſupreme 
Council of Brabant held at the Hague; and the 
drates- General have a Rigut to keep a Garriſon 


there, 


| (vi) 
there, for the Security of their Frontier. The 
Territory is about thirty Miles long, 1. e. from 
North to South; its Breadth from Pad to Weſt 
about eighteen: And its Revenue to the Elector 
between eighty and ninety Thouſand Florins per 
Ann. However the Intereſts of the Mortgages 
made by his Predeceſſors, with the Salaries of Ot- 
ficers, amount to near two Thirds of it, if not K 
more. 19 

The Town is not large, nor near ſo conſidera- | Y 
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ble as formerly, when it had a very great Trade, & 
a Hall or Staple for Cloth, a Quarter for the 9 
Engliſh Merchants, which is Kill called the Engliſh 
Street, and another publick Building for the Han ſe q 
Merchants. The publick Buildings are not much Ni 
_ admired, except the Church of St. Lambert, and 1 
the Marquis s Palace. The former was a very | 
large magnificent Structure of hewn Stone; but *tis 
now deſtroyed by the French Bombs, as 1s indeed / 
all the reſt of the Town, The Streets, in Num- | 
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ber twenty, were well built, and the Market Places 
ſpacious. Before the Siege the Town conſiſted of 
about eleven Hundred and fifty Houſes, beſides 
five Squares; and the Number of Inhabitants not 
leſs than ſeven Thouſand; out of which are raiſcd 
four Companies of Burghers, commanded by a 
Captain with proper Officers. 

The famous Engineer Coehoorne was on the 
earneſt Repreſentations of William III, King of 
England, employed by the States. General to exert 
his Skill in fortifying this Place; who conſidering 
the Strength of its Situation, and its many natura! 
Advantages, reſolved to make it impregnable, at 
leaſt as far as lay in his Power, Theſe natural 
Advantages were, firſt, that the Place ſtood flat; 
that is not overlook*d by any riſing Ground, or, 
in the Engineer's Phraſe, not commanded by any 


Eminence. Secondly, great Part of the Country 
round, 
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round, as I faid before, is a Moraſs, and, conſe- 

uently, inacceſſivle. Thirdly, by Means of the 
River Scheld, cover'd by a good Fort, which af- 
fords a ſure Protection to two Havens, called the 
Old and New Harbours, the Place at every Side can 
be relieved and ſupplied with all manner of Neceſ- 
ſaries by Sea, in ſpite of the Beſiegers. Laſtly, 
there are Sluices, by which the Garriſon can at any 
Time fill the Ditches with, and lay a great Part 
of the Country under Water, which muſt prodi- 
giouſly obſtruct the Progreſs of the Siege. 

The great Engineer before- named, found him- 
ſelf oblig d, by the Situation and Extent of the 
Place, to make it an irregular * Fortification. 

The Rampart which, ſurrounds the Place, (and 
which is about a League in Circumference) is flank- 
ed by ten Baſtions, which are covered by five 
Hornworks: The Intervals are ſecured by twenty- 
one Ravelins, or half Moons, which are again co- 
vered by very ſtrong Places of Arms, built of 
Stone, called Lunettes. Beſides all theſe Works 
and Outworks, that Part, of the Fortification, on 
the Side of Antwerp, which is moſt expoſed, is 
again covered with a very large and ſtrong - half 
Moon joining a fortified Place, called Y- en- de- 
pot, ſtrengthened by ſome good Redoubts furniſh'd 
with Cannon: This was an old Fortification, 
ſtrengthened and improved by Coeboorne. At the 
Entrance of the old Harbour was a Fort called 
Noordſchants, now ruined. The Entrance of the 
new Harbour is protected by a regular Fort of five 
Baſtions, called Zuyd/chants, ſo ſituated as to cover 
both Entrances. On the Side of Steenbergen are 
the three very ſtrong Forts of Moermont, Pinſen, 
and Rover, with a well-fortified Line extended to 

the 


That is, not in the Form of any Mathematical Figure, to 


Which by the Rules of Fortifcation, every Maſſer is oblig'd to 
conform if the Place will permit. 
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the laſt mentioned Fort, adjoined to which is an In 
undation reaching to Steenbergen. On the Eaſt is 
another Inundation formed by the Waters of the 


Scheld and the Zoom, which renders the Country on 


that Side alſo marſhy and inacceſſible. But beyond 


every thing elſe there is one Circumſtance which 


contributes greatly towards rendering this Place 


ſtronger than almoſt any other, viz. The Fortifi- 
cations, inſtead of riſing above, are ſunk beneath 
the Level; ſo that except Part of the Parapat of the 
Rampart, nothing appears to the Beſiegers; and, 
conſequently, their Batteries cannot effect the Place, 
till ſuch time as they are able to erect them on the 
Ruins of the Glacis. In fine, it may very well be 
faid, that Bergen-op-zoom is as effectually covered 
and defended on every Side, as the Inhabitants can, 
in the Nature of Things, either expect or deſire. 
The Fortifications of this Place we reckoned to be 
Coe boorne s Maſter- piece: This ingenious Gentle- 
man was Engineer-General to the States of Hol- 
land. | | | 

Bergen-op-zoom was beſieged in vain by the Prince 
of Parma, in the Year 1338; and again in 1622, 
by the Marquis Spinola, who was obliged to aban- 
don the Siege, after loſing between ten and eleven 
thouſand Men before the Place. This Town is 
about eighteen Miles to the Weſtward of Breda, 
and as many almoſt North of Antwerp. 


JOURNAL 


OF T.H.E 


Moſt Chriſtian - Brute. 


PART 16 


Bergen- op- oom, July 12, N. 8. 
Is Day we received Advice from 


2 me Hague, that on Sunday Evening 
SE|| laſt, his Serene Highneſs the Prince 


IE JE Stadtholder aſſembled the Council of 

SAS State, upon certain Advice, that the 
very Evening aſter the late Battle (at Val) the 
French had detached a large Body of Troops to- 
wards Antwerp, from whence it might reaſonably be 
ſuſpected, that an Attempt either on Breda or Ber- 
gen-ep-zoom was intended. We were alſo certainly 
informed, that upon this Intelligence, Orders had 
been ſent to moſt of the Troops in and about theſe 
Provinces, immediately to join the Corps under 
Prince Saxe Hildburghauſen, who is at preſent re- 
tired within the Lines near this Place. We are told 
likewiſe, that Orders are come to cut the Dykes in 


our Neighbourhood ; and leſt the Enemy ſhould 


C | attempt 


3 (003. 
attempt any thing againſt Bois- le- duc, the Inunda- 
tions about that Town will'be compleated to Night. * 
The Alarm, on receiving this diſagreeable News, 'Y 
was not however very great, we having long ex- 4» 

ed a Viſit from the Enemy, who, we hope and 1 
delieve, will not fo eaſily accompliſh their Deſigns 1 
upon us, as they have upon too many of our ; 
Neighbours. 

July 13. This Morning, at One o'Clock, came 
Advice, har the French, under Count Lowendabl, 
had attacked the Fort of Sandvliet ; (which is but 
ten Miles diſtance from us) that he was laying the 
Place in Ruins with his Bombs, with which he plied 4 
them with inexpreſſible, Fury; and that it was im- 
poſſible for th. Garriſon to hold out twenty-four 
Hours. At Nine in the Morning we had Letters 
from Breda, intimating, that the Enemy began to 
overſpread the Country on that Side, ruining - and 
depopulating all before them: That their Officers 
ſhewed no Mercy in levying Contributions; ſo that 

that Town was already crowded with Farmers and 4 

Boors, fled thither for Shelter with their Families and 

beſt Effects, from the Rage of an Enemy breath- 
ing nothing but Deſtruction. At Noon we heard 
from Bois: le- duc, that the Enemies Parties had ap- 
peared in the Neighbourhood of that Place, and 

had actually taxed the little Town of Eyndboven 0 

at four thouſand Rations of Hay, and as many of + 

Oats, each of fifteen Pounds Weight, which they 1 
are to bring immediately into the King's Magazine, 4 

on Pain of military Execution. The Alarm nox 
begun to increaſe in Bergen, eſpecially in the Even- 
ing, when we knew for a Certainty, that the 
Sandvliet * was fallen into Lowendabl's Hands, 

who 
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* A {mall but Important Fort on the Scheld, about half Way 43 
betwixt Nes gen iy xm ard Antwerp lis Situation made i ab- 
ſolutely n-cefary for Lowendahl to reduce it, as he ought to have 
done by Lillo alio. ; | 


. 
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who had abſolutely laid the Place in Ruins: How- 
ever, the Garriſon had the good Fortune, by re- 
tiring in the Night, to eſeape, Elated with bis 
ſpeedy Reduction of this Place, he gives out, that 
with the Corps under his Command, he will under- 
take not only to reduce Fort Lillo, as well as 
Sandvliet, but Bergen- op- acom allo, with a propor- 
tionable Rapidity: But, with regard to the laſt 
named Place, we hope he will find himſelf mi- 
ſtaken. 

July 14, Arrived in the Lines four Battalions 
from Fluſhing, The Corps under Prince Saxe Hild- 
Zurgbauſen, with the Garriſon in the Town, and 
theſe four Battalions, make up eighteen thouſand ef- 
fective Men, This Morning came Advice, that 
the Villages of Buil and Maris, as well as Eynd- 
hoven, had been laid under Contribution. I men- 
tion this as remarkable on this Account; viz. 
theſe three Places, which are Part of the Domaines 
of the Prince of Orange, are the only Places of all 
the Diſtrict of Bois-le-duc, which have been laid 
under Contribution: The Enemy have alſo re- 
quired of theſe Villages a certain Nurnber of La- 
bourers to mend the Road between Eyndboven and 
Bois-le-duc. Mean time the Domaines of the Suc- 
ceffion of Orange divided to the King of Pruſſia 
have nothing to fear, having a Safe-guard given 
them. Its aſſured, that the French will every where 
have the ſame Regard to the Poſſeſſions of his Pruſ- 
ian Majeſty, though they meet with them in the 
Heart of the Republick. About Four this After- 
noon the Town was flung into a freſh Conſterna- 
tion, on the Approach of the Van of Count Low- 
endabl's Army: However, every thing was now 
ready to give them a warm Welcome, whenever 
they ſhould pleaſe to ſignify their Errand by begin- 
ning the Attack. Within two Hours more the 
Grofs of the Enemy came up, and immediately 
C 2 began 
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(12) 
began to open their Trenches, which they com- 
pleated that very Night. But notwithftanding the 
formidable Reports that had been ſpread among us 
of theſe Troops and their General, our Garriſon, 
being amply provided with every thing neceſſary, 
were as eager to receive the French, as theſe laſt 
were to advance. In fine, all the Inhabitants in 
general ſoon recovered their Spirits, and fuch an 
Alacrity and promiſing Zeal for its Defence, was 
diffuſed through all the Town, as gave us a very 
encouraging Omen of the Iſſue of the enſuing 
Siege. | 
Fuly 15, Laſt Night could hardly be called 
Night with us. No body went to Bed: The Gar- 
riſon and Burghers remained under Arms all Night, 
About Nine in the Morning, the Enemy began to 
attack us in Form, having erected ſeveral Batteries 
on the Side of the Gate of Woſe; upon which we 
played with our Cannon from the Ramparts, with 
tolerable Succeſs. We alſo erected a Battery of 
Mortars in one of the Outworks on that Side, which 
did the Enemy ſome Miſchief. In the Evening, 
General Cronſtrom ordered a Sally from the Kyk-en- 
de-pot Side, which we executed with all imaginable 
Bravery and Succeſs. The French were amazed to 
ſee us come out to viſit them ſo ſoon ; nevertheleſs, 
to do them Juſtice, they defended their Works re- 
ſolutely for a long Time ; but could not prevent 
our ruining and filling up a great Part of them: 
We alſo killed them near three hundred Men, and 
took two hundred and fifty Priſoners, who were 
ſent to Bots-le-duc the next Day. 

On the 16th, one of our Bombs from the Bat- 
tery above-mentioned, falling into one of the Ene- 
mies advanced Poſts, in which they had thirteen 


Men and one Officer, every one of them were kil- 
led by it, 
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On the 17th, the French attacked us with very 
great Vigour, and, mauger all our Endeavours to 
the contrary, took Poſt on the Foot of the Glacis : 
Mean time we fired briſkly upon them with our 
Cannon and Mortars, and more than once diſ- 


mounted their Batteries, within the three firſt Days 


after their opening the Trenches, We were indeed 
ſomewhat ſurprized at Count Lowendab!/'s plying 
us ſo ſuddenly with Bombs and red-hot Bullets, 
which ſoon did us a great deal of Miſchief. Our 
grand and beautiful Church, with the Marquis's Pa- 
lace, moſt of the other elevated Buildings, and a 


great Number of Houſes were quickly burnt and 


deſtroyed. Nor was it till it was too Jate, that we 
perceived our Error in neglecting to take up the 
Pavements in the Streets, which might have pre- 
vented much of the Damage from the Bombs. But 
notwithſtanding the prodigious Concern which the 
Inhabitants could not but feel on ſeeing their Town 
deſtroyed; yet, on the other hand, it ſomewhat re- 
vived their Spirits, that the Enemy made but little 
Progreſs towards taking the Place. By this time 
the Town, purſuant ro Orders given on the 14th, 
was entirely evacuated of uſeleſs Hands; very few 
ſickly People, Women and Children being ſuf- 
fered to remain in it. Moreover, a Gallows was 
erected in the Town, by Order of his Serene High- 
neſs the Prince Stadtholder, and a Declaration was 
publickly read, ſetting forth, that ſuch of the Gar- 
riſon as ſhould be found guilty of Cowardice or 


other Inſtances of Miſbehaviour, ſhould, without 


Ceremony, be hung up in Terrorem : At the lame 
Time, however, great Rewards and Encouragements 
were propoled to ſuch as diſtinguiſhed themicives 
by their Bravery, and a diligent Diſcharge of thcir 
Duty. The ſame Encouragements and Menac-s 
were allo publiſhed by General Cronſtrom among 


that 
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that theſe Lines would have been attacked by the 
Enemy, as we could not imagine that the latter 
could think of taking the Town without diſlodging 
the former, whole Situation * made it impoſlible to 
inveſt the Place. 1 

The Town being already almoſt ruined, the Inha- 
bitants had nothing further to fear for their Effects : 
All the Danger they could now apprehend reſpect- 
ing only their Perſons, they were unanimouſly re- 
ſolved to periſh in the Place rather than yield, 
Revenge glowing in the Breaſt of every true Dutch- 
man, and, if poſſible, a greater Deſire to ruin the 
French Army, than even to fave the Town: Be- 
ſides, not a few were agitated by a laudible En- 
thuſiaſm, a Zeal for the Honour of the Place, which 
their Forefathers had never ſuffered to be taken, and 
therefore the preſent Race could not, without incur- 
ring the diſhonourable Reproach of degenerating 
from the Bravery of their Anceſtors. —This Night 
we made a Sally, with Deſign to ruin the Ene- 
mies Batteries; but this Time we had not the ſame 
Succeſs as before; for after ſeveral deſperate Puſhes, 
wherein the Loſs was pretty equal on both Sides, 
we were obliged-to retreat without gaining, one 
Point: We had near eighty Men killed, and as 


many wounded. 


Next Day, viz. the 18th, our Artillery had the 


better of the Enemy, and filenced two of their Bat- 
teries. _ A Deſerter coming in informed us, that the 
French dropped very fait by the Cannon-ſhot from 


the Town; and that in all they had not loſt leſs 
than 


* Theſe Lines were on the Zealaud Side the Town, almoſt 
oppoſite the A- n- de. pet Side, where the French at firſt made 
moſt orf their Attacks. They were defended on the one Side by 
the Town, and the fortified Line communicating from thence 
to the Camp; on the other Side, by the Inundation of Stcen- 
Bergen, in Front by the Forts Rover, Pinſen and Moormont ; in 
Rear by the Scheld. 
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(15) 
than three thouſand Men killed, including thoſe 
that fell in the Sallies, beſides Priſoners and Wound- 
ed, Many People were killed in the Streets by 
the Bombs this Day, as indeed were ſeveral on 
the ſixteenth and ſeventeenth, Lowendabl's neg- 
jecting, hitherto, to attack Lillo ®, gave us great 
Hopes that he would not, after all, attempt any 
thing againſt that Fortreſs z which, by the way, we 
could not account for, for as it commands the Na- 
vigation of the Scbeld, ſo it may prevent the Ene- 
my from ſending down any Proviſions or Muniti- 
ons by Water from Antwerp to their beſieging 
Camp. Had he taken this Place, he had not only 
ſecured a ſpeedier, but a fafer Paſſage for his Sup» 
plies than by Land, where his Convoys mult fre- 
quently be expoſed to Danger, and which he could 
never imagine would be able to paſs without large 
Eſcorts. 
On the 19th, arrived in the Lines eight Com- 
3 of Soldiers from Zealand; and in the Town 
veral Engineers, Engliſh and Germans, from the 
Allied Army at Maeſtricht. This Day the French 
having finiſhed a Parallel from the Sea on one Side, 
to the Cauſey of Y/oſe on the other, we every 
Moment expected a freſh Storm of red-hot Bullets 
from three Batteries of Cannon, beſides two of 
Mortars ; but they remained pretty quiet all Day, 
and the Night following. However, the next 
Day they ſent us a dreadful Shower of theſe fi 
Meſſengers, which quite compleated the Demoli- 
tion of the Church, and a great Number of Houſes 
that 


* Lillo, a ſmall but ſtrong Fortreſs, cloſe by the River Schelg, 
four Miles South of Sax4viiet, about half Way between that 
Place and Antwerp, It was built by the Citizens of Antwerp, 
to ſecure the Navigation of the Schell; but happening to fall 
into the Hands of the Dutch, they do, by this and ſome other 
Forts obitru@ the Trade to that City whenever they pleaſe, and 
Nin the Shipping to pay Cuſtom as they come up the 
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616) 
that had not been hurt before. In return we plied 


them with our Bombs and Cannon, which da 
their Works not a little, and killed many of their 


People, as they did not a few of ours. In fine, the 


Siege now became very bloody, and promiſed to be 
yet more ſo. The more the Enemy endeavou- 
red to become Maſters of the Town, the more re- 
ſolute were the Inhabitants and Garriſon in Defence 
of it; and our Engineers daily give us very good 
Proofs of their Abilities. Among our Cannoneers 
are four who deſerted from Count Lowendabl, and 


who ſerve the Batteries in a moſt diſtinguiſhed 


Manner. h 

On the 21ſt, our four Engineers, Deſerters from 
the Enemy, having ſhewed us where the Beſiegers 
had certain Magazines of Bombs and Powder, the 
Bombs of the Garriſon were directed thither, and 
that with ſuch Succeſs, that in a ſhort Time thoſe 
Magazines were ſet on fire and deſtroyed. In Re- 


venge, the Enemy attacked us the very Night fol- 


lowing. . Their Attempt was entirely upon the 
Fort Kyk-en-de-pot, where they met with b warm 
a Reſiſtance, that, after an obſtinate Diſpute, they 
were obliged to retreat with great Loſs. The next 


Morning Count Lowendabl ſent to demand a Suſ- 
penſion of Arms, in order to bury the Dead; but 


our Governor ſent him Word, That if he had 


ce attacked the Place in a more generous Manner, 


e and with more Humanity, his Demand would 
& have been certainly complied with, according to 
« Cuſtom ; but as he had begun the Siege like a 
& mere Incendiary *, and by ſetting fire to and 

« deſtroying 


One Reaſon why Count Lowendah! began the Siege with 
throwing Bombs and red-hot Bullets into the Town, was doubt- 
leſs in Hopes of ſaving Time; foreſeeing, that in the ordinary 
Way of carrying on a Siege, he might find it a tedious Job : 
Eſpecially, as the Communication was open both by Sea and 
from che Lines. RE” . 


. 


* % 
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« deſtroying the City, a Reſolution had been taken 
« neither to demand of nor grant to him any Suſ- 
« penſion of Arms.” — This Anſwer, as we were 
ſoon after informed by Priſoners, cauſed a good 
deal of Murmuring among the French Soldiers, 
who clamoured ſeverely againſt their General, on 
account of his arbitrary Manner of carrying on the 
Siege, without any regard to his Troops, who, 
they ſaid, were put upon deſperate Service, and cut 
to Pieces without even the Hopes of having their 
Bodies depoſited in the Earth, but to lie rotting by 
' Thouſands like dead Dogs before the Fortifications. 
But if the Caſe of thoſe who were killed out-right 
was thought hard, how much harder was it with 
thoſe poor Wretches, who being wounded fo as 
neither to be able to help themſelves, nor yet being 
helped by their Fellows, were left among Heaps of 
flain, to die by degrees, and in the greateſt Miſery 
and Torture, Many of theſe untortunate Creatures 
we daily ſaw from the Ramparts, and frequently 
heard their doleful Cries, but could nat in Prudence 
relieve them, though Humanity pleaded hard in 
their behalf. We could indeed, ſometimes, have 
releaſed not a few of theſe ſad Objects from their 
Torments, by ſhooting them dead out- right; but this 
would not have anſwered our Purpoſe ſo well, 
which was to intimidate our Enemies in their At- 
tacks, by the dreadful Fate of their Comrades : 
Beſides, it was not our Buſineſs to expend ſo much 
of our Ammunition on thoſe we had already over- 
come, when it was ſo probable we ſhould have Oc- 
calion for all we had, and more than all, to defend 
ourſelves. This Day the Fire of the Beſiegers was 
greatly diminiſhed, and did us no Damage. In 
ſhort, we found that they began to deſpair of ſuc- 
ceeding in their Enterprize, though they expected 
great Reinforcements, The Troops which the 
Count firſt brought before the Town have al- 
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ready been augmented to thirty thouſand Men, of 
which they have loſt about five thouſand before the 
Place: Our Loſs does not as yet amount to above 
ſix hundred Men : It is remarkable, that we have 
not loſt above three Men by Deſertion. But let 
me not forget to do Juſtice to our noble and va- 
liant General, the Baron de Cronſt rom“, whoſe in- 
defatigable Diligence in giving his Orders, and 
diſcharging all the Duties of his important Truſt, 
can never be enough commended. Next to the 
Confidence we repoſe in the Activity, Skill, and 
Bravery of this excellent Officer, the Preſence of 
that great Patriot, Poet, and Orator, M. Van 
Haaren, contributes not a little to keep us in Spi- 
rits. M. Verelſt alſo diſtinguiſnes himſelf by his 
Zeal, and the Pains he takes to encourage the In- 
habitants, moſt of whoſe Houſes being demoliſhed, 
and the reſt likely ſoon to be ſo, their Diſtreſs 
cannot be greater, and therefore they only think of 
defending the Place to the laſt Extremity. It is 
ſurprizing that Count Lowendahl who has hitherto 
been eſteemed a good Commander, ſhoul4 fo raſhly 
fall to bombarding and burning the Town, al- 
moſt the very Moment of his Arrival before it! 
Doubtleſs he imagined that by this Proceeding he 
ſhould immediately have put the principal Inhabi- 
tants upon forcing the Garriſon to ſurrender ; (for 
he has tound this Method ſucceſsful in ſome former 
Inſtances) but this produced a quite contrary Ef- 
fect; whereas if he had ſpared the Place, and ad- 
hered to the uſual Methods, the Beſieged might have 
been. kept in Suſpence, and his Threats of bom- 
barding and burning might have intimidated them 
more, 


The Baron has been a General Officer above forty Years, 
and commanded the Body of Auxiliaries ſent to England in 1715. 
It is amazing that this worthy old Officer, who is fo alert and 
active, and who diſcharges his Duty with ſo much Facility, is 
ſo deaf, a5 hardly to hear a Cannon fired cloſe by him. 
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more; and conſequently been of greater Service to 
him, than thoſe Barbarities, which only ſerved to 
enrage the People, make them deſperate, and in- 
ſpire them with an inſatiable T hirſt of Revenge. 

July 22, This Day the Enemy ſpent in vigo- 
rouſly carrying on the Approaches both againſt the 
Gate of Woe and Kyk-en-de-pot ;, but not with any 
great Succeſs, ſo warmly were they oppoſed from 
the Ramparts and the laſt named Fort. Our Bat- 
teries ware continually playing - upon them, 'and 
among others we haye killed ſeveral of the Ene- 
mies beſt Engineers. - | 

The 23d paſſed much as the preceding Day; but 
on the 24th the Enemy made a furious Attack upon 
Steenbergen at.the Head of the Lines. The Diſpute 
was for ſome Time very obſtinate; but at laſt the 
Aſſailants were obliged to retire with the Loſs of 
above 300 Men killed. 

Next Day the Enemy were pretty quiet; but our 
Artillery was not ſo, and many of their People 
were killed by our Shot; as we were continually 
informed by Delerters, who kept dropping in fre- 
quently trom Morning till Night. 

On the 26th the Beſiegers received a Reinforce- 
ment, but of how many Men we could not certain» 
ly learn: However, all the Deſerters that came 
over to us this Day agreed in fixing the Number 
of Lowendabls Army at 35, ooo Men. N 
On the 27th Prince Valdect ſeat us Word that 
we might ſuddenly expect him in the Lines with a 
ſtrong Reinforcement ; he having hitherto happily 
eluded the Attempts of the Enemy to cut him off, 
This Day the Beſiegers opened Trenches before the 
Forts Rover and Pilſen, in the Front of the Lines, 


in order to form a regular Attack on both Forts at 
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(20) 
. Next Day the Enemy endeavoured to ſap the 
Glacis towards the Polygon de Cocboorne; + but 
were driven from their Works with conſiderable 
Loſs : Nevertheleſs, the next Day they carried their 
Trenches almoſt 'to the Paliſadoes of the Out-works 
of Fort Rover. Hereupon the Britiſ Regiment of 


Highlanders, commanded by Lord John Murray, 


fallied out of that Fort, drove the French from 
their Works with great Slaughter, deſtroyed their 
Works, and came off with only nine Men of their 
own. Party killed and wounded. The Havock theſe 
Highlanders made among the French was ſo great, 
that the latter beat a Parley to bury their Dead, 
which was refuſed them. L 

On the yZoth we had Advice that the Auſirian 
Huffars had taken a Courier diſpatched by Count 
Zowendabl to the French King, with Diſpatches im- 
porting that if he was not ſpeedily reinforced, his 
Army would be ruined, and he ſhould be obliged 
to raiſe the Siege. This Intelligence gave us great 
Encouragement, No body now ſeemed to enter- 
tain the leaſt Apprehenſion for the Place; in De- 
fence of which every thing is carried on with the 
greateſt Order, Coolneſs and Regularity, tho' con- 
tinually batter'd with the moſt infernal Artillery in 
the World, and almoſt deafned with the rattling of 
Cannon and Mortars. Our Batteries keep a conti- 
nual firing to prevent the Enemies burying their 


Dead. which, as they lie in _ at the Head of 


their Trenches, are a conſtant Nuiſance to their 
Workmen, without affecting our People. Not a 
$ Day 


The Ward Glacis ſignifies in general a little eaſy Deſcent, 
but is particularly uſed for the ſloping Bank which reaches from 
the Parapet of the Counterſcarp or Covered-Way, to the Level 
of the Field. dd! 

+ A Polygon is a Spot of Ground having many Sides or 
Angles fortified according to the Rules, That here ſpoken of 


is called the Polygon de Coeboorne, from that famous Engineer 
who conſtructed it. 4 


— 
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Day paſſes but there is ſome Mutiny among their 


Soldiers, who refuſe to do Duty in the midſt of fo 
horrible a Stench; and yeſterday Count Lowendabl 
was obliged to repair to the Head of the Parallel, 
with his Guards, to quell the Workmen, and force 
them to go on; and was himſelf near ſuffering 
Marſhal Berwicks Fate, by ſeveral Shot from one 
of our Batteries of heavy Cannon on our Ramparts, 
which killed ſeveral Men within a few Yards of 
him, — This Day arrived in Town a Company of 
Volunteers z who afterwards did brave Service, 
Auguſt 1, The Enemy made another Attack on 
Fort Rover, but were quickly repulſed. The next 
Day they not only attacked the fame Fort again, 
but Fort Pinſen alſo at the ſame Time. However 
they met with no better Succeſs to-day than they 
did yeſterday. But notwithſtanding their great Loſs 
in theſs two Attacks, they again attempted Fort 
Rover on the zd, and with the ſame ill Luck. Yet 
did not theſe ſucceſſive Repulſes prevent them from 
carrying on their Approaches againſt the ſame Forts 
on the 4th. But now the Troops from the Lines 
ſallied out, repulſed the French, drove them to a 
great Diſtance, with conſiderable Loſs, deſtroyed 
their Works, overturned one of their Batteries, 
nailed up two Pieces of Cannon, and brought two 
away. All this Time we kept a ſmart Fire from 
& the Town, and our Artillery being extremely well 
ſerved and pointed, did great Execution. It was 
computed that we fired, upon an Average, 55,000 
Shot in every twenty-four Hours. By this ime 
we were well aſſured that the Beſiegers had not loſt 
leſs than 80 Men, Yeſterday the firſt Column of 
che Succpurs under Prince Waldeck arrived in the 
Lines; where at the ſame the Count de Gronsfeldt 
Diepenbroet, Lieutenant-Colonel af one of the Ba- 
La rian Regiments, was killed by a Cannot- hot. 


FP oo EE OT nr a rs * 
V - 


— — — = 
—_— = «hp _ 
CY 


„„ 0 — ww. - ”——— 
* © - - 


- — — © l K 
ESE 52 — : 
— — — —— — Im a ——<—_ 
9 — K — 2 _ — 
* 


— — 
_ = pu 
— — 


il 
4 it 
0 
4 


(22) 

Auguſt 5, We received a freſh Recruit of Men 
for the Train from on board the Eugliſb Squadron 
under Com. Mitchell, from whom we have received 
continual Aſſiſtance ever ſince the Beginning of the 
Siege. We have not yet loſt by Deſertion more 
than fix Men, while above 2000 have deſerted from 
the Beſiegers. They continue to fire briſkly upon 
us from their Batteries, on which they have eighty 
Pieces of Cannon, and forty Mortars ; but all thele 
have as yet made no conſiderable Progreſs towards 
taking the Town. | 

Auguſt 6, The Enemy had worked themſelves 
in at four different Places very near the Paliſadoes 
belonging to the Covered- Way of the Town, How- 
ever eighty of our Volunteers found Means to ſlip 
behind one of their Batteries of four twenty-four 
Pounders, and nailed them up without the Loſs of 
a Man. Inſtead of theſe four Pieces of Ordnance, 
the Enemy planted on the ſame Battery (which they 
had repaired, our Men not having Time enpugh to 
ruin it entirely) two Pieces twelve Pounders. Theſe 
the Night following were brought off into the Town 
by the very fame eighty gallant Volunteers. This 
ſo exaſperated Count Lowendabl, that he cauſed the 
French Officer who commanded at this Battery, to 
be hanged the very next Day upon it. 

On the 7th we received a Reinforcement of 
Gunners from England; who have ſince done Won- 
ders. This Morning we began to be apprehenſive 
of a Shock, the Enemy having made a conſiderable 
Progreſs in their Sap“ at Coeboorne's wy 

1ners 


The Sap is a deep Trench carried far into the Ground, de- 
ſcending by Steps from the Top to the Bottom. It is carried on 
in a ftrait Line, directly pointing from the Work of the Be- 
ſiegers towards the Saillant Angle of the Fortification to be at- 
tacked : It is commonly fix Foot deep, and broad enough to 
admit two Men in Front, When this ſort of Work is begun, 
the Battalions that mount the French every Day are called ”_ 
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Miners were alſo hard at Work, in order to blow 
up the Enemy the next cloſe Attack ; but were 
not ſo forward as the Beſiegers. About Noon they 
ſprung a Mine under the Saillant Angle of the 
Covered Way facing Coeboorne's Baſtion ; which 
done, they attacked the ſame with ſo much Vigour, 
that they forced themſelves to the Covered-Way, in 
ſpite of the prodigious Reſiſtance made by our 
People, who now ſuffered more than they had done 
in any Action ſince the Commencement of the 
Siege. However, after a bloody, tho' not very 
long Diſpute, we drove them from the Covered- 
Way with prodigious Slaughter; for they had not 
leſs than 1500 Men killed in this Attack: Our 
Loſs amounted to 357, During the Conflict the 
Garriſon ſprung a Mine, which blew up two entire 
Companies of the Enemies Grenadiers, of the Re- 
giment of Normandy, and about 30 Men alſo of 
the ſame Regiment. Nevertheleſs, tho? ſo terribly 
repulſed at Coehoorne's Baſtion, the French found 
Means to make a Lodgment on the Covered- Way 
near the Baſtion of Zealand, where they maintained 
themſelves. 

On the 8th, four of our Volunteers carried a 
Couple of our Bombs over the Glacis, and rolled 
them down into the Enemies Sap at the Baſtion of 
Coeboorne ; from whence we perceived a few Men 
come running out, and as Part of the Top blew 


up. 


and the Engineer who has the Direction informs them that he 

wil give ſo much a Yard to thoſe who work in the Sa p; and as 
there are not many that can work there at a Lime, there are 
commonly enough to accept the Propoſal; tho? the Price is not 
very bigh, it may be a Crown or more, according to the Danger 


to which they are expoſed. The Sappers are covered with 


Faſcines, upon which they throw Earth and- raw Hides; and 
they have either Sacks of Wool or Mantlets before them. They 
advance alſo on the Sides of the Sap Mantlets or Sacks of Wool 
or of Earth; behind which are poſted ten or twelve Grenadiers 
with large long Guns to ſupport the Sappers, and to fire upon 
the Enemy as they appear on the Covered · Way. 


(24) 
up, and the Gabions were ſeen burning very faſt, 
we doubted not but the Bombs had done good Ser- 
vice. Twelve Men with Grenadoes ſuſtained the 
ſaid Volunteers, and none received any Hurt. This 
Day little was done by the Enemy, fave what they | 
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did- towards repairing their damaged Works. In 
the Evening arrived near the Lines the Corps unn 
der General Schwartzemberg, (late under Prince 
Waldeck, who has reſigned, after conducting with þ»- 
great Skill and Expedition this Body of Forces 
from the main Army to Dutch Brabant) and the 
fame Night was joined by all the Cavalry in the 
Lines, which made his Force conſiſt of 20 Batta- 
lions and 32 Squadrons. | 
On the gth, the Lieutenant - General Baron 
Schwartzemberg, in Purſuance of a Deſign con- 
certed between him and Baron Cronſtrom (which 
was to attack M. de LowendahPs Corps on all 
Sides) fell upon the Enemy in Flank, while the 
Troops in the Lines and the Town did (or rather 
ſhould have done) the ſame in Front, But this 
Enterprize miſcarried, partly from the want of our 
General's timely acting in Concert, (for Schwariz- MR 
emberg beginning the Attack by Seven o'Clock in 
the Morning, was repulſed before the others were 
ready) and partly by the Strength of the Enemies 
Intrenchments. The Liieutenant- General returned 
to his Camp about Nine o' Clock, with the Loſs of 
about 100 Men. However this Affair produced 
one good Effect; for it ſecured the Junction of 
General Baroniai, who unmoleſted brought us 6000 
Light Horſe : The Reaſon of this was the Alarm 
in Lomendabl's Camp, which occaſioned his recall - 
ing the Count de St. Germain, who was ſent out 
with a Detachment of 8000 Men to intercept Ba- 
roniai. | 

On the 10th, the Garriſon received a Reinforce- 


ment of three Regiments from. the Lines, This 
Eis | Day 
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(25) 
Day the Enemy ſprung ſeveral Mines, one af 
which blew up , - ot of the Grand Gallery of 
the Counterſcarp, communieating with all the 
Works. However, on the 11th we were even 
with them, for we ſprung four Mines with great 
Succeſs, killing many of their Men, and, in fine, 
depriving them of all the Advantage they expected 
from the damaging our Gallery the Day before. 
On the 12th we ſprung two Mines with equal 
Succeſs, doing much Damage to the Enemies 
Works. This Day they entirely abandoned their 
Attack on the Redoubt called Kyk-en-de-pot. Tho 
there had been ſuch terrible conflicting between. the 
Beſiegers and the Town for ſeveral Days paſt, yet 
every thing was carried on with the greateſt Har- 
mony and good Order betwixt the Garriſon. and 
the Town's-People, and the ſtricteſt Diſcipline ima» 
ginable was oblerved by the Soldiers, Who never 


þ W cook the leaſt Advantage of the Hurry and Buſtle 
3X inſeparable from ſuch a State as the Town was then 


in, to commit the leaſt Diſorder. One Inſtance, 


indeed, and but one Inſtance of the contrary. has 


hitherto happened among us, viz. Two Soldiers 
attempted to plunder the Houſe of a rich old; 
Maiden Lady that was ſet on Fire by the 


Bombs; but being detected in the Fact they, were 


immediately ſhot. Our wounded and diſabled 
Men are taken great Care of, being ſent to Hoſpi- 
tals out of Danger, and where they are diligently 
and tenderly look'd after by ſkilful Surgeons and 


proper Nurſes. Deſerters come in apace, from 


whom we learn that in Point of Subſiſtence we fare 
E n much 


* A Counterſe is prop i 
arß is properly the Slope of the Moat which 
aces the Body of the Place, but the Word is frequently, as in 
the preĩent Caſe, uſed for the Covert- Way and Glacis. 5 
_ The Gallery is a Faſſage made acroſs the Ditch of a Town, 


2 with Timbers faſtened on the Ground, and Planks.. laid over 


hom covered wich Karth, This Word is alſo uſed ſometimes 
the Branch of a Mine, | Di 
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I 8 Advice that Count Clermont was on his March 


Vering the Place; they are generally raiſed before the Curtain 


(26) 
much better than the Beſiegers; having Bread, Beef, 
Fiſh, Butter, Cheeſe, Tobacco, and Spirits in 
abundance. While our Enemies have not a Morſel 
of Bread, or ſo much as a Cup of Cold Water to 
Drink, beyond a ſcanty Allowance daily de- 


ing. 
On the 13th arrived at Lowendabl's Cainp 2 
t Number of Carts loaded with Pebbles. We 


n the Beſiegers with a large Reinforcement, 
1 This Day the Enemy abandoned their Attack upon 
Rover's Fort, as they had done that upon the 
Kyk-en-de-pot yeſterday, In the Evening the 


French ſprang another Mine, in order to damage 


the great Gallery of the Counterſcarp, which in 
fome Meaſure anſwered their Purpoſe, but at the 7 
ſame Time it almoſt deſtroyed one of their own 
Lodgments on the Cover'd-Way, and greatly da- * 
maged another. 4 
Aug. 14, Little worth Notice was tranſacted 
either in the City or by the Befiegers. In the E- 
venin the Garriſon received a Reinforcement of J 
three from the Lines. Deſerters continue 
to come in apace; and by them we are inform'd, 
that the Convoys and Supplies which the French 1 
are continually Ay » vom hep N 5 
by t 


Camp, are 


Rn n — a Allies who meer 
fail to carry off 


le Booties, and Priſoners 
into the Bargain. 


On the 15th, at Night, \the Beſiegers made an 


Aſfiult uponzthe Lunctte * * of Zealand, and — 
Wi 


A Lanette in Fortification (for the Word is likewiſe uſed in 
Horſemanſhip) is a ſmall Work confifting of two Faces making 
an Angle inwards, and two Saillant Angles or Sharp Points 
towards the Befiegers, the Rear of the Work reſpecting and co- 
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withſtanding they loſt at leaſt two Hundred Men 
by one of our Mines, the ſpringing of which was 
extremely well-timed, and tho* they were ſeverely 
repulſed in two Aſſaults, which laſted all Night 
with a continual Fire from the Cannon and Muſke- 
try, yet being reinforced at Day-break, they re- 
turned to the Charge with more Fury than ever, 
and, after ſeveral freſh Repulſes, they made a 
Lodgment on the Lunette, we, however {till K 

ing Poſſeſſion of the Tambour. Next Day we 
made prodigious Efforts to diſlodge the Enemy, 
ruined Part of their Works, and filled up othery 
with Faſcines, but could not force them from their 
new Poſt: The Conteſt, during this Affair from 
firſt to laſt was very bloody, and we loſt ſeveral 
brave Officers, and above two Hundred Men killed 
out-right, with at leaft three Hundred wounded. 
The French had not leſs than fix Hundred killed; 
and we made ſome Priſoners; the Number of their 
wounded was to us uncertain, but mult be very con- 
fiderable. On this Occaſion our Heſian Mercena- 
ries diſtinguiſh'd themſelves with Honour, and ſuf- 
fered not a little, This Day we had Advice from 
Maeſtricht, that yeſterday Morning at Day-break 
the Grand Army of France under Marſhal Saxe ſer 
fire to their Camp, That about Five the King, the 
Marſhal, and the reſt of the general Officers began 
to march, and at Noon the Whole of the Army 
arrived at St. Tran. That they decamped from 
thence chis Morning, and continued their Rout by 
Tirlemont towards Louvain. This Motion is faid 
to be owing to Couriers from Count 
Lowendahl, and the great Defign of it that they 
might be at Hand to ſupport him. But leſt this laſt 
Step of the Enemies might alarm us, our Friends 
at Maeſtricht let us know that their March was no 
ſooner known in the Camp of the Allies, than his 


Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland and 
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Marſhal 'Batbiani gave the neceſſary Orders for dif- 


- poſing all Things for the March of their Forces, 


which in all Appearance would ſuddenly paſs the 
Maeſe, a great Detachment having already croſs'd 
that River, in order to obſerve the Enemy. And 


further, that if it ſhould appear that the Enemy 


actually did deſign to advance towards Bergen, the 
Army:of the Allies would be able to arrive there 
as ſobon as they, if not before them, by continuing 
its Match on the Right of the Demar, and ſo 
directly to Hoogſiraten. This News filled us with 
great Expectations, and great Doubts; nevertheleſs 
we reſolved to perſiſt in our Duty, and, let what 
would happen, defend ourſelves to the laſt Extre- 
mity, placing all our Confidence in God and the 
Juſtice of our Cauſe. In the Evening the Garriſon 
of Fort Rover made a furious and very ſucceſsful 
Sally, ſurprized three of the Enemies Poſts, and 
put: all to the Sword that they met with, except 
about thirty Priſoners, who were every Man of 
them wounded: On this Occaſion the brave Scotch 
Highblazders again diſtinguiſhed themſel ves, cutting 
down all before them with their Broad Swords, 
and puſhing the flying Enemy Headlong into their 
On the 18ch, in the Morning, à Party of our 
Volunteers drove the French from the Palliſadoes, 
and gdeftroy'd the Works they had there, At Noon 
the Enemy renewed. their Attack upon Fort Rover, 
but with very little Effect, having only compleated 
one Battery of four Pieces of Cannon. At the 
ſame Time alſo they attack'd the Tambour of the 
Lanette' of Zealand, but were gallantly repulſed 
by the; Heſſian Troops, to whom alone the Defence 
thereof was entruſted. Being, however, reinforced, 
the Enemy returned immediately to the Aſſault, but 
were again beat off with great Slaughter; yet they 
advanced a third Time, and were a third Time re- 


pulled * 


(29) 
pulſed, upon which they thought fit to abandon 
this Attempt for the preſent, In the Evening we 
ſprung a Mine, which blew up 150 of the Enemy, 
and after that another, which killed them near as 
many more, and threw a Captain and forty-three 


Men of Saxe's Regiment into the Foſſe * of the 


Town. We were now aſſur'd by Deſerters that 
the Beſiegers had not loſt leſs than gooo Men fince 
the Commencement of the Siege. Wh | 
On the 19th the Enemy ſprung a Mine at the 
Angle of the Lunette of Utrecht, which did us but 
little Damage, however they ſtormed the Lunette 
immediately on the blowing up of the Mine, but 
were repulſed with the Loſs of two Hundred Men : 
Yet they renewed the Attack, and at laſt, mauger 
the prodigious Reſiſtance they met with, they made 
a Lodgment on the Foot of it. This Day they 
again attempted to burſt the Gallery at the Point 
of the Cover'd-Way facing the Angle of Coehoorne's 
Baſtion, and did it ſome Damage, but not enough 
for their Purpoſe. At the ſame Time they alſo 
erected a Battery at Burgbvliet, to rake the Bank of 
the River on that Side. On the other Hand we 
erected a Battery in Oppoſition to this, and before 
Noon the next Day theirs was entirely ſilenced by 


ours, In ſhort, never was Siege more induſtriouſly 


carried on, or with more Vigilance defended. On 
our Part, nothing is omitted that may contribute 


to keep up the Spirits of the Soldiers. Beſides their 
Proviſions, of which they have all the Plenty they can 
wiſh, and every thing perfectly good in its Kind, 
1 | very 


* A Foſſe is a Ditch or Moat, f. e. a Trench dug round the 


| Rampart or Wall of a fortified Place, between the Scarp and 


unterſcarp. Some Ditches are dry, others full of Water, each 


of which have their Advantages ; they are uſually 20 Fathom 


broad, and 16 deep, The Earth dug out of the Ditch ſerves to 
form the Rampart, 1 wt kw % 


„ 
every Man who ventures to fetch off a Gabion 
from the French, receives for Recompence a Crown 
immediately. This encourages them wonderfully, 
and inſpires ſome of them with ſo much Intrepidity 
that they make light of fetching one after another, 


notwithſtanding the continual Fire of the Beſiegers: 
Nay, me have thus earned ten Crowns in a 
Night. Others perform yet more bold Exploits, 
fuch as taking up of Bombs, lighting them with 


one Hand, while they hold *em. in the other, and 


then throwing them fuddenly into the Enemies 
Works and- Trenches ; Every one of theſe who 
ſucceeds in his Attempt, is ſure to have a Reward 
of ten or twelve Ducats. Beſides, the pecuniary 
Gratification,” Valour is recompenced in another 
and more diſtinguiſh'd Manner. An Inſtance of 
s happened a few Days ago, viz. two Grenadiers 
the Regiment of Lewe having behaved with 
great Bravery and good Conduct, and done conſi- 
gerable Service at the Lunette of Zealand, had each 
& Pair of Colours given him on the Spot. This 
Spirit of rewarding in Enterprizes of great Dan- 
ger and Fatigue has ever been known to produce 

| Aug+ 20, Little was done this Day on either 
Side, - 1 have already obſerved that before Noon 


we diſmounted the Enemies new Battery at Bargh- 
whict. Ia the Evening we had Advice that Marſbal 
Sax and the French KINO had fixed their new 
Camp near Tongres; from whence we are told 
they will foan detach twenty Batalions to reinforce 
M. de Lowendahl; to whom they have already 
been obliged to ſend away, from Namur, a great 
Part of the Artillery and Stores which were de- 
figned for the Siege of Maeftricht : This General 

f | | baving 


* A Gabion is 4 large Basket of a Cylindrical Form, fix 
Foot high, and four wide, which being filled with Earth, 


ſcrres as a Shelter from the Enemies Fire, 


(31) | 
having daily occaſion for freſh Artillery to ſupply 
gr vn, [2 bas loft, or had render*d unſerviceable. 

Our chief Buſineſs now, on both Sides, is Mining 
and Countermining, 4 and defeating the Schemes 
of each other underground. The Enemy ſeem to 
have a great Defire above all Things to batter us 
in Breach, but this they can never do ull they make 
themſelves abſolate Maſters of the Lunettes of 
Utrecht and Zealand, againſt which they now make 
their principal Efforts. They have indeed made 
Lodgments on both, and as yet keep the Pofts 
they have ſo dearly bought; but we remain Maſters 
of the Tambours and Traverſes of both. - Another 
of the Enemies chief. Attempts is to deſtroy the 
94 great Gallery which keeps a free Communication 
bdetween all the Works of the Town. But all the 
_ Mines they have hitherto ſprung for that 


Þ have been attended with little Succeſs, except the 
very firſt, which indeed occaſioned ſeveral Cracks 
in the Vault, but this has been fince in a great 
Meaſure remedied by propping with large Pieces 
. of Timber. Our brave General Cronſtrom is now 
very buſy in mak ing the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for 
defending himſelf and diſputing the Ground Inch 
by Inch with the Enemy to the laſt Extremity. 
1 This Day we received Advice by a Courier from 
X Maefricht, that his Royal Highneſs the Duke had 
detach'd from the Grand Army under his Com- 
mand, à large Body of Duteb and German Troops 
under Count Cbanclos, to reinforce General Schwartz- 
emburgh in our Lines: They conſiſt of; — 
; at- 
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1 * A Mine is a ſubterraneous Canal or Paſſage dug under a 
Wall or Rampart of a Fortification, or any Place defigned to 
: . be blown up by Gunpowder. | 

2 H. A Countermine is a Well or Hole ſunk into the Ground, 
by the Befieged, with a Gallery or Branch running from it, to 
diſcover the Enemies Mine, and prevent its Effects. 
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( 32) 
Battalions * of Durch from the Garriſon of Mae/- 
tricht, three Battalions of Auſtrians, one of Hano- 
veriang, and one of  Heſſians, This Corps will 
probably arrive in the Lines in five or ſix Days at 
_ fartheſt, 

Aug. 21, At Five o'Clock this, Morning the 
Enemy ſprung two Mines before the Ravelin of 
Dedem, + which deſtroyed Part of our Gallery, 
and made two Deſcents into the Foſſe before De- 
dem. On the other Hand we ſprung a Mine with 
good Effect before Coehboorne's Baſtion, This Day 
we were enabled to carry on this dreadful Trade 
with the Enemy to more Advantage than hitherto 

reaſon of our want of Miners : For now arrived 

a Supply of Ninety of theſe People, who were ſet 
to Work immediately, 

On the 22d, the Enemy ſprung. anther Mine, 
by which they did ſome further Damage to the 
main Gallery oppoſite to the Ravelin Dedem, where 
they endeavoured immediately to form a Lodgment, 
but the Garriſon making a Salley, an obſtinate and 
bloody Conflict enſued, which ended entirely to the 
Advantage of the latter, who drove the French 

uite off, tore away fifty of their Gabions, and 

I'd up, and deſtroy'd all their Works on that 
Side. The Enemy ſprung another Mine this Day, 
which blew up the Left Flank of the Lunette of 
Zealand, and broke a large Part of our Gallery. 
We alſo ſprung one before Coeboorne's Baſtion, 
where the French had made a Lodgment, but this 
Mine had little Effect. At Night however we 

made 


A Battalion is a Body of ſeven or eight Hundred Foot, 
but the Number is not determined. Some Regiments conſiſt of 
but one Battalion, but others, more numerous, are divided into 
ſeyeral Battalions, according to their Strength, 

+ A Ravelin is a Work raiſed on the Counterſcarp, before 
the Curtain of a Place, conſiſting only of two Faces, which 
form a Saillant Angle. There is little Difference between 3 
Ravelin, and a Half-Moon only, the latter is always uſed to 
cover the Point of a Baſtion. 
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made dreadful Havock among them by one of our 
Mines, which blew up above three Hundred of the 
Enemy, and put them two Nights back in their 
Works. [on 
On the 23d, he received a Supply of Cannon 
from England. This Day the Enemy carried on 
their Works with great Expedition, were very ſuc- 
ceſsful in their Mines, and made three ſeveral Lodg - 
ments on our Qut-works. At Night one of their 
Mines broke the Main Gallery m two Places. 
The next Day we were obliged to blow up the 
Tambour in the Lunette of Zealand, having had 
too long Experience of the Expence of defending 
and relieving it. 
On the 25th, which is St, Lewis's Day, and on 
which *tis ſaid, that Count Lowendabl promiſed his 
Maſter to make him a Preſent of Bergen-op-2zoomy 
that General order*d an incredible Number of Red- 
hot Balls and Bombs “ to be thrown into the 
Town, and three Attacks were made on the Lu- 
nette of Utrecht, in each of which the Enemy were 
repulſed with conſiderable Loſs: We could not 
however drive them from the Poſt they havetaken 
on the Saillant Angle of this Lunette, but which 
we do not deſpair of ſoon doing, nor of diſlodging 
them alſo from the Lunette of Zealand: Tho? if 
they ſhould remain Maſters of both thofe Poſts 
they will hardly be able to batter the Body of- the 
Place in Breach, The Ravelin of Dedem proves 
the greateſt Impediment to them, being a Work 
extremely 


— 


* When it is intended to fire red-hot Bullets, a Furnace is 
made ten Paces'diſtant from the Piece on the left, in which the 
Grates are placed, and the Bullets upon them. The Earth of 
each Furnace is thrown on the Side of the Place, to ſerve for an 
Epaulement or Side- Work to cover thoſe who heat the Bullets, 
and carry them with Ladles or Tongs to the Mouth of the 
Pieces. When they are red-hot, the Officers are to take-care 
that the Pieces are managed ſo as that the Bullets falling on che 
Roofs of the Houſes may lodge there, and ſet them on fire. 
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extremely difficult to attack, as it is every where 
Mined: They had a Poſt on the Angle, oppoſite 
this Ravelin, from which we this Day beat them 
with very great Loſs on their Part, and, indeed, 
not a little on ours. The firing this Day was by | 
far more terrible on both Sides than it had been 1 
| before; and though the Enemy gained but little if 

Will | any Ground by their prodigious and continued Et- 3 
1 forts from Break of Day till the Midnight followv-x 

10605 ing, yet they utterly ruined that Part of the Town 
which, had hitherto eſcaped their deſtructive Fire. 
The great Streets called Hoagſtraat and Woſe- 
ſtraat, | beſides ſeveral Croſs- ſtreets and Lanes, were 
now entirely laid in Aſhes, | 
On the 26th, Orders were given for putting 
every thing in Readineſs for throwing the Water into 
the capital Ditch ; though'this will hardly be done 
but in the laſt, Extremity, and after we are obliged 
to abandon all our Outworks. In truth, theſe Or- 
ders gave the People worſe, Apprehenſions than I 
believe they would otherwiſe have had; and many 
ſeemed pretty much dejected on ſeeing the princi- 
pal Streets barricaded, and all Sluices and Flood- 
gates put in order. However, in the Evening we 
were greatly cheared by the Arrival of a large 
Supply of Artillery and Aramunition, of both 
which we began to fear we ſhould be in want: As 
for Proviſions, we were not in the leaſt Want of 
them. M. de Lowendabl has alſo received his third 
Supply of Artillery, which has been rendered un- 
ſerviceable by ours. 

On the 26th, General Cronſtrom finding it im- 
poſſible to diſlodge the Enemy from that Part of 
the Lunette of Zealand, of which they had been 
Maſters a Fortnight, ordered it to be blown up, 
by which the Enemy had a great many Men de- 
ſtroyed, and we loſt accidentally ſixteen of our own 


Miners, However, by this Means we rendered 
N ineffectual 
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ineffectual almoſt all the Advantages the Enemy 
had been gaining on that Side ſince the 15th, This 
Day the Enemy made a vigorous Attack on that 
Part of the Lunette of Utrecht; which we ſtil} oc- 
cupied, but were repulſed with great Slaughter, 
Deſerters continue flocking to us; not Jeſs thanj a 
Hundred at different Times this Day. In ſhort, 
we have had ſo many, that Amſterdam, Roterdam, 
and all Zealand are full of them. What greatly 
encourages this Deſertion among the Enemy, is the 
Manner in which the Szates-General diſpoſe of 
theſe People, viz. by ſending them to our Settle- 


ments in the Eaſt- Indies, where they are very ready 


to go, to make ſure of not falling again into the 
Hands of their Countrymen.—But let me not for- 
get to do Juſtice to the Exgl;h Gunners, who are 
of infinite Service to us: Had it not been for them 


the Place had probably e're now been in the Ene- 


% 


mies Hands. 


On the 27th, the Enemy again attacked us at 
the Lunette of Utrecht, but were again repulled, - 


leaving the Scene of Action covered with the dead 
Bodies of their unfortunate Soldiers, who now ſeem 
to be weary of this deſperate Service. And yet, 
which is ſomewhat extraordinary, they do their Du- 


ty as well as any Troops in the World; though it 
is very certain, they now wiſh this Siege had never 


been undertaken, Thank God we are not yet ob- 


liged to open our Sluices, which we indiſpenſibly 


ſhould be, were the Enemy entirely Maſters of 
any of our Outworks. We have Advice from 
the Hague, (and the ſame is corroborated by the 


French Deſerters) that it had been diſcovered by the 
intercepted Letters * of two French Officers in 


LowendabPs Army, that nothing can equal the Di- 
F 2 ſtreſs 


Taken from a Courier who ſell into the Hands of Gene- 


ral Trip. 's Irregulars. 
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ſtreſs that Army at preſent is in “, and has been in 
for ſome time paſt, both from their Want of Ne- 
ceſſaries of all Kinds, and from the exceſſive Fa- 
tigues to which they are daily expoſed. In the 
Evening, General Chanclos arrived in the. Neigh- 
bourhood of the Lines with fifteen Battalions and 
ſix Squadrons F, where he will ſpeedily be joined by 
three hundred Engliſh from Zealand; after which 
it is thought our. Army of Obſervation will be 
ſtrong enough to attack the Enemy in their Re- 
trenchments. 

On the 28th, the Enemy were buſied in Prepa- 
rations to renew their Attack on Fort Kyk-en-de- 
pot; mean time the Firing continued on both Sides 
with great Fury; though now we began to be a 
little apprehenſive of our Powder failing, having 
lately expended 7000 Barrels, or 500,000 Weight 
on the Enemy. But this very Night, to our great 
Joy, arrived from London 5000 Barrels, or 500,000 
Weight: Thanks te the good King of England 
for ſo ſeaſonable a Supply. Yeſterday, a ſmal! 
Party of the Troops in the Lines performed an 
Exploit which ought to be remembered. A Swiſs 
Regiment having made a Sally about Eleven 
o'Clock at Night, they advanced to a French 
Battery, upon which the Centinel called out, /þbo's 
there? They anſwered, Ve are French, and named 
a Regiment at a Venture : However, the Centinel 
Tefuling to Jet them come near, till he had ac- 
quainted an Officer, who, with 150 Men, was 
poſted in a Barn juſt by, the Si refuſed to wait; 

whereupon 
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This was principally owing to the Vigilance of the Auſtria» 
Light-horle and Irregulars, who generally fell in with the French 
Convoys and Supplies going between Antwerp and the Camp 
before Bergen; and ſometimes carried off al}, but hardly ever 
returned without ſome Booty. 


f A Squadron is a Body of Horſe, the Number not fixed, 
but uſually from 100 to 220, | bon 
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whereupon the Centinel fired upon them, which coſt 
him his Life. The Swiſs then poſſeſſed themſelves 
of the Battery, nailed * up the Cannon, then went 
to attack the Barn; and after a ſmall Diſpute. the 
Enemy were put to Flight, Jeaving about thirty 
dead on the Spot, and thirteen wounded, who with 
three Officers were made Priſoners; the Victors 
had only three Men killed. This Adventure over, 
they advanced till they came to another Battery, 
where, upon the CentinePs demanding wiſo they 
were, they replied Dutch, and fired upon the Cen- 
tinel, whom with two others they killed, put the 
reſt of the Party poſted there to Flight, nailed up 
the Cannon, and then proceeded. to two other Bat- 
teries, where they met with the ſame Succeſs, and 
returned in Safety with their Priſoners, 

This Day our Engineers diſtinguiſned them- 
ſelves in an extraordinary Manner, ruined ſeveral 
of the Enemies Works, killed ſome of their Mi- 
ners, and deſtroyed a Mine on the Utrecht Side, 
which if compleated, might have done us irrepa- 
rable Damage. | 

Auguſt 29, We diſcovered that the Enemy, ap- 
prehenſive of an Attack, had turned their firſt Pa- 
ralle] into a Line of Circumvallation , and their 
ſecond Parallel into a Kind of Contravallation |. 

| It 


* Nailing or ſpiking of Cannon, is to drive a Pin of Iron or 
hardned Steel into the Touch hole, which renders it (at leaſt for 
ſome time) unſerviceable. The Remedy is to drill a new 
Touch-hole. The moſt honourable I'hing the Garriſon of a 
Place beſieged can propoſe to themſelves in a Sally, is to nail u 
the Enemies Cannon. For want of Sp kes they ſometimes ulg 
{mall Flints or other Stones. 

+ The Line of Circumvallation is a Trench uſually twelve 
Foot broad and ſeven deep, with a Parapet or Breaſt-work 
thrown up by the Beſiegers, encompaſſing al! their Camp, to 
defend it againſt any Army that may attempt to relieve the Place, 
and ſerving alſo to ſtop Deſerters. 3 

A Line of Contravallation is a Trench with a Para 
made by the Beſiegers between them and the Place beſieged, to 
ſecure them againſt the Sallies of the Garriſon. 
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It was doubtleſs their Fear of the Troops in the 
Lines which induced the Enemy to allow us a lit- 
tle Reſpite this Day, employing the Time in taking 
Meaſures for the Security of their Camp. This 
is the firſt Holliday they have allowed us ſince the 
Beginning of the Siege, except part of the Day, 
Aug. 3, and the Night following; when we were 
obliged to allow the Enemy to bury their Dead, 
our own People being too much affected with the 

horrible Stench of the dead Bodies. 
Auguſt 30, Count Lowendabl received a Supply 
of ſeven hundred Waggons loaded with all forts of 
Ammunition, This came to him under an Eſ- 
cort too ſtrong for the Irregulars and Light-horſe 
under the Generals Trips and Baroniai to meddle 
with; though they are often dextrous enough to 
pick up large Parts of the Enemies Convoys, not- 
withſtanding they keep a Chain of Troops from 
the Camp to Antwerp. This Day we received a 
freſh Supply of Powder, of which 'tis computed we 
have in ordinary uſed 30,000 Weight in twenty- 
four Hours. In the Afternoon we made a Sally, 
but with no great Succeſs, all we could do being 
only to deſtroy a ſmall Part of their Approaches, 
and kill them about twenty Men ; we had not one 
killed, and only five wounded. At Night, the 
Enemy ſprung a Mine to ruin the Remains of the 
Lunette of Zealand, which they almoſt effected. 
Deſerters inform us, that they intended to erect a 
Battery of five Guns to demoliſh the Ravelin De- 
dem. They alſo declare, that the Beſiegers Com- 
panies are reduced- to half their ' Complement of 
Men, and cannot have loft leſs than 16,000 fince 
they have lain before this Place. They are prodi- 
giouſly diſſatisfied with their General Lowendabl, 

but they have no Remedy. 

On the 3 iſt, the French ſeemed quite at a Stand, 
| at 
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at leaſt above-ground, and our Miners are hard at 
. work to defeat their Attempts beneath. In ſhort, 
we were quite at a Loſs what to make of the Ene- 
mies Manner of proceeding, They have finiſhed 
a Royal Battery, but not uncovered it yet; and 
the reſt of their Batteries fire but ſeldom : Howe- 
ver, they carry on their Saps with the utmoſt Vi- 
gour. They have entirely quitted their Attack a- 
gainſt Kyk-en-de-pot and Fort Rover. 

We begin to be in want of Pioneers, but, on 
Sept. 1, we had the Satisfaction to learn from the 
Hague, that the Council of State had cauſed” an 
Edict to be publiſhed, ſetting forth, + That as 
« there are not a ſufficient Number of Pioneers at 
% Bergen-0p-200m, to carry on the Works there, it 
& has been reſolved, with Advice of his Serene 
„ Highneſs the Prince Stadtholder, to invite all 
« who are willing to be employed in the Service 
& of their Country, beſides the common Troops, 
c to repair immediately to the ſaid Bergen-op-2oom, 
e to aſſiſt in the daily Works There; promiling all 
* who go voluntarily, beſides their Subſiſtance, a 
“ Crown a Day, and even two, three, or four, 
« according to the Nature of the Work they ſhall 
e be employed in. And, moreover, that if any 
* one of them ſhould have the Misfortune to be 
* diſabled from getting their Livelihood, they 
e ſhall be provided for by the State, in the ſame 
Manner as the Soldiers are.” The Garriſon 
have another Encouragement, namely, that in Caſe 
the French ſhall be obliged to raiſe the Siege, a very 
large Sum of Money will be given them as a Re- 


ward for their brave Defence. A Contribution for 


this Purpoſe is already begun, and the generous 
Merchants of Amſterdam have collected near 50,000 
Florins, (value 2 5. 64. each) ſo that if the other 
trading Towns encourage it never ſo * 
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promiſing to repeat the ſaid Preſent every Week, as long as 
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Sum muſt ſoon be conſiderable “. Many of the 


Merchants of Leyden have obtained Paſſ- ports of 
the Stadtholder for ſending us a Ship loaded with 
Butter, Cheeſe, Oxen, Sheep, Rice, and other 
Proviſions. The City of Roterdam has fent us a large 
Supply of Tea, Coffee, Chocolate, Rheniſh W ine, 
Bikeuits, Sweetmeats, and other Refreſhments, de- 
claring they thought nothing too good ſor us. This 
Day arrived at Steenbergen two Scotch Regiments, 
with many Gunners, Bombardiers, Fc. and 500 
Recruits, making in all about 300 Men. 

Sept. 2, The Enemy remained pretty quiet, and 
we were in Hopes they had begun to entertain 
Thoughts of quitting our Neighbourhood. 

Sept. 3, Being the Birth-day of his Serene High- 
neſs, our illuſtrious Stadtholder, we celebrated the 
ſame by a prodigious Firing upon the Enemy, 
which laſted from Morning till Night, and killed 
them abundance of People, beſides doing a great 
deal of Damage to their Works. Our Batteries, 
Sc. were hung with Vrange· coloured Ribbons, and 
the Mouths of our Bombs painted of the ſame Co- 
lour, that the Enemy might know on what Occa- 
ſion they were ſent. In return, they made a furious 
Attack on the Lunette of Utrecht, but were ſe- 


verely repulſed. We ſprung two Mines during this 


Attack, which blew up a whole Company of their 


Grenadiers, and alſo ruined all their Works on 


that Side. At Night they ſprung a Mine almoſt 


. oppoſite to the Angle of the Ravelin Dedem, which 


ſhook Part of our Gallery, and killed two Men. 
Our Miners hearing the Enemy at work near one 


of their Mines, as if they meant to withdraw the 


Charge, 


„ Beſides this Sum, an old Lady of Amſterdam, whoſe Fa- 
mily have made an immenſe Fortune in the Eaft-Indies, ſent the 
Garriſon to the Value of 1000 Pounds in Proviſions and Money, 


thev ſhall defend the Town. 


* 


— 


ul © = | 
Charge, ſet fire to it immediately, by which the 
French Miners were killed. 

On the 4th in the Morning we ſprung another 
Mine, which did conſiderable Execution, In fine, 
Things are till in pretty much the ſame Situation 
they were in a Week ago. Since the 26th, the 
Enemy have advanced very little. This we attri- 
bute to the great Increaſe of our Miners and Pio- 
neers, who have put us in a Condition of deſtro 
ing the Enemies Works under- ground. The Bat- 
teries of the Town have made a great Firing for 
theſe two Days, and we have thrown into the Ene- 
mies Saps, Lodgments, Batteries, and Trenches, 
ſuch a Quantity of Bombs and Grenades, that it 
has been impoſſible for them to advance their 
Works, many of which have been ruined, and 
others much damaged. But notwithſtanding all 


this, and though we are in no great Fear for the 


Town, yet our Governor has thought it pru- 
=X dence to lay the Country about us under Water. 
IE We are ſtill Maſters of the Lunette of Utrecht, 
having a Command of ſixty Men in the Redoubt, 
and a Reſerve of thirty Men in the Gallery, un- 
der the Lunette; from whence fix $2w7/5 with an 
Officer ſallied laſt Night, threw down the Sacks of 
Earth, and ſet fire to the Gabions of the Enemy, 
which burned two Hours, and all came back ſafe 
into the Gallery, except one Soldier, who unfor- 
tunately was knocked down by a Sack of Earth 
which fell upon him, and occaſioned his being 
taken Priſoner, | 
The Enemy, apprehenſive that we might ſpring 
ſome more Mines under the Lunette of Zealand, 
have thought proper to prevent us, by blowing it 
up entirely themſelves, But while they were endea- 
vouring to compleat a new Lodgment upon it, the 
38 Garriſon ſallied out, drove them from their Works, 
and ſet fire to their haves and Faſcines; but be- 
| ing 


( 

ing preſently reinforced, the Enemy in their turn 
obliged our People to retire, after which they fell to 
compleating their Lodgment, and have not been in- 
terrupted ſince: They are the more obſtinately bent 
upon this ede becauſe without it they can- 
not attack the Ravelin of Dedem with Advantage: 
And of this Ravelin they are determined above all 
Things to make themſelves Maſters, for which 
Purpoſe they are now buſied in etecting Batteries 
upon their Counterſcarp. WO | 
Sept. 5. The Enemy made a new Attack on the 
Fort Kyk-en-de-pot, but after a ſhort tho' bloody 
Diſpute, they were repulſed with the Loſs of an 
hundred and twenty Men, we had about fifty killed 
and wounded, Our fire was this Day very viſibly 
ſuperior to that of the Enemy, and one of our 
Bombs blew up one of the Enemies Magazines, 
Deſerters continue to come in, and by them we are 
this Day informed that Count Lowendabl yeſterday 
declared (in preſence of ſeveral Officers who dined 
with him, and who had taken the Liberty to ſig- 
nify their Apprehenſions, that the Siege would not 
turn out ſo well as they had once hoped) © that he 
& was reſolved to make himſelf Maſter of the 
& Town, coſt what it would; for, ſaid he, the 
& rich Province of Zealand will repay four-fold all 
& the Expences we have yet been at, or are likely 
«© to be at while the Siege laſts,” In the Evening 
the Enemy ſprung a Mine at the Ravelin of Dedem, 
which broke Part of the Gallery there, but we re- 
pairing it immediately, this Mine will afford them 

no Advantage. | 1 
On the ſixth we ſprung two Mines near the Place 
where the Enemy ſprung one yeſterday; which 
were attended with great Succeſs, killing the Work- 
men and deſtroying the Works they were compleat- 
ing there. We are hourly advancing with our 
Countermine; and our fire continues ſuperior to 
. "I that 
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that of the Beliegers, whoſe greateſt Efforts now 
conſiſt in carrying on their Works under Ground, 
in which we in truth begin to fear they make a 
great Progreſs: They do every thing as quietly as 
poſſible. 7 | 
Sept. 7. This Morning the Enemy uſhered in 
their Days Work with a terrible Peal from their 
Mortars and Cannons, which they have inceſſantly 
continued all Day. Laſt Night about Midnight 
we ſprung a Mine on the left Face of the Lunette 
of Utrecht, which had a very good Effect, deſtroy- 
ing ſeveral Men and a Lodgment which the Enemy 
had made with great Labour. Towards the Even- 
ing we were made ſenſible of the Effects of the 
furious play ing of the French Artillery this Day; 
they having not only demoliſhed the whole Coun- 
terſcarp, but even, by a Mine, broke near twenty 
Yards of the main Gallery. This has ſo alarm'd 
us that General Schwartzemburgh is ſent for to con- 
ſult proper Meaſures for ſaving the City. We 
are ſtill in Danger of more Sappings; and now find 
that the Enemy gain upon us in theſe infernal ſub- 
terraneous Attacks. In the eres General 
Schwartzemburgh came into Town, and a Conſul- 
tation was immediately held; in which 'twas reſolv- 
ed that an Attempt ſhould be made by the Troops 
in the Lines, favoured at the ſame Time by a Sally 
from the Town, to oblige the Enemy to raiſe the 
Siege. For this Purpoſe the Generals, who have 
now at leaſt forty Thouſand Men, went out this 
very Evening to Reconnoitre between Oudenboſch 
and Raſendael, in order to determine the Motions 
of the Army. 

On the Bth, the Beſiegers received fo conſidera · 
ble a Reinforcement that our Generals thought it 
moſt adviſeable ro drop or at leaft defer their Pro- 
ject of attacking them in their Trenches. We have 
now compleated certain new Works within the 
#441 G 2 a Ram- | 
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Ramparts, which, if the Enemy ſhould make a 
Breach and proceed to Storm, will enable us to 
diſpute our Ground with them Inch by Inch, and 
make them pay dear for every bit they gain of us, 

for our People are to a Man determined to defend 
the Place to the laſt poſſible Extremity. Our fire 
is ſtil] at leaſt equal to the Enemies, and we have 
a new Battery of forty-eight Pounders between Fort 
Moormont and the Town, which threads the Lines 
of the Enemy, and does them an infinite deal of 
Damage. We hourly expect them to lay us open 
to a Battery in Breach, and are prepared for it. 
There is no doubt but we ſhall ſtand a Storm, and 
if we do it will be a bloody one. Laſt Night we 
ſprung one of our principal Mines with better Effect 
than any ſprung yet. A prodigious Number of 
killed and wounded Men were thrown into the 
Town-Ditch, and on the Baſtions, and the Cries 
among the French were terrible to hear. For theſe 
three Days paſt firing has not ceaſed Night or Day. 
The great Guns are generally diſcharged ten Times 
in a Minute, and the ſmall Arms are continually 
heard in one Place or other. A Deſerter has inform- 
ed us that Count Lowendabl having been viſited by 
an Epidemical Fever, of which he was very III, 
had left the Army, and that the Count de Cler- 
mont Prince commands in his Stead. The Enemy 
ſuffer greatly by the Heats and Droughts, the ſmall 
River of Zoom being almoſt without Wa- 
ter. The Siege has now laſted more than ſeven 
Weeks, in which the Enemy have loſt, as we are 
wellginform'd, not many leſs than twenty thou- 
ſand Men. By an exact Lift kept in the Town 

we have not loſt above two Thouſand. 

We have been for ſome Timeamuſed by Perſons of 
great Credit, who aſſured us that an Event would 
2 happen, which would not a little aſtoniſh the 
emy. In ſhort, *rwas pretended that his 1 1 
Su- 
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Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland and Marſhal Ba- 
thiani had drawn up a well-concerted Plan far 
marching with their Grand Army and Artillery 
thro the Dutchy of Luxembourg into Lorrain, in 
order to make a Diverſion, and thereby not only 
force Count Lowendabl to raiſe the Siege, but fix, 
for the future, the Theatre of the War in Lorrain 
and Champaigne ;, but as nothing like this, or any 
Step towards it has yet been put in Execution, we 
begin to fear that either there never was any ſuch 
Plan concerted, or, perhaps for ſubſtantial Reaſons, 
it has been dropp'd. 
 gth, Laſt Night we had great Damage done us 
by the Enemies Pierriers. On the other Hand abour 
Midnight a Party of the Garriſon, aſſiſted by ſome 
of General Baroniai's Irregulars, and all the Water- 
men and Sea-faring People, made a deſperate 
Sally, and after beating the Enemy from their 
Works on the Kyk-en-de-pot Side, demoliſhed the 
ſaid Works, and returned with about thirty Priſo- 
ners. We have allo attempted the Pierriers, “ 
which they had lodged cloſe to us near the Baſtion 
of the Pucelle, but in vain, our People were obliged 
to deſiſt, after loſing above forty Men killed on the 
Spot. . In the Morning the Enemy made the moſt 
dreadful Appearance they had hitherto done, for 
| now 


* The Perrier is made uſe of in throwing of great Stones. 
I n its Figure it reſembles a Mortar, but tis uſually larger and 
more capacious, nevertheleſs does not carry ſo tar. The great 
uſe of them is to diſtreſs the Beſieged when they are working in 
removing Rubbiſh, repairing. Breaches, or raifing Retrench- 
ments behind them; in all which Caſes they do prodigious Exe- 
cution, for there is no getting out of their Way, they not being 
ſeen in their Paſſage, as a Bomb is. When the Befiegers are 
appriſed, either by Deſerters or Spies, that the Enemy make uſe 
of Planks or Galleries to cover themſelves from the Stones, they 
have recourſe to Bombs, which by their Weight demoliſh thole 
Coverings, and as Toon as they think the Bombs have had their 
Effect, they begin to throw Stones again, and ſometimes the 

alternately throw Bombs and Stones all Night long, | 
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now they uncovered four terrible Batteries, which 
we fear will ſoon lay the Capital Wall open to be 
battered in Breach, or to be blown up by their 


Mines. The fiyſt was eſtabliſned on the Covered- 


Way near the left Face of the Lunette of Utrecht, 
of four Guns, two of which fire on the Right Face 
of the Baſtion of William, and two on the Right 
of the Baſtion Pucelle: The Second Battery is on 
the Right Face of the Ravelin of Dedem, of three 
Guns, which fire on the Left Face of Coeboorne 8 
Baſtion and the Orillon “, where they have diſmount - 
ed our Guns and kill'd us ſeveral Men. The third is 
erected on the Ruins of the Lunette of Zealand; 
tis a Royal Battery of ſix Cannon, which likewiſe 
fire on the Left Face of Coeboorne: And the fourth 
Battery, which is on the Covered - Way between 
the Ravelin of Dedem and the Lunette of Utrecht, 
and has three Guns, plays upon the Right Flank 
of the Baſtion Pucelle. We hourly expect other 
Batteries to open, Nevertheleſs, as we daily re- 
ceive Recruits of Cannoneers, Miners and Pioneers, 
we are indefatigable in our endeavours to deſtroy the 
Enemies Works, All this Day and' the Night 
following our Artillery kept a moſt furious firing, 
and entirely deſtroyed the Enemies Royal Battery 
on the Lunette of Zealand. © 4 
Sept. 10. Laſt Night we ſprung two Mines at 
the Left Face of the Ravelin Dedem, which diſ- 
lodged ſome of the Enemy, and deſtroy ed ſome of 
their Works: We alſo ſprung one of the Enemies 
with good Succeſs. This Morning twenty Deſerters 
came in, and inform'd us that Count Lowendabl 
was return 'd to the Camp, and ſeemed ſtill reſolved 
to puſn the Siege in ſpite of the Difficulties he 
might 

The Orillon, or Blind, is a Maſs of Earth faced with Stone, 
advancing beyond the Shoulder of thoſe Baſtions that have 
Caſemates, to cover the Cannon in them, and prevent their being 


diſmounted by the Enemy, Some Orillons are rourd, and others 
aimoſt ſquare, which laſt are properly called Zpaulements, | 
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might poſſibly have to ſurmount. The Enemy 
have been for ſome Days in a State of Inaction be- 
fore Fort Rover; but have uſt reinforced the Corps 
on that Side, and are erecting a new Battery there. 
They alfo, laſt Night, erected three new Batteries, 
two on the Covered-Way, and one upon the Ruins 
of the Lunette of Zealand, in the room of that we 
deſtroyed. We have on the other Hand, erected 
a new Battery on the Baſtion of Holland, from 
which we ſhall begin to fire upon them in Flank 
To-morrow Morning or ſooner. Tis impoſſible 
to deſcribe the ſmartoeſs of the firing on both Sides 
ſince the unmaſking of the French Batteries: No- 
thing but Fire and Smoke is to be ſeen; and tis 
quite horrible and ſhocking to hear-the Cries of the 
wounded and dying, who lie in Heaps. In ſhort, 
'tis impoſſible this Hot-work can hold many Days, 
without one Side or other giving Way. All the 
World muſt allow that both Parties behave well. 
As for us, we this Day diſmounted two of the Ene- 
mies Batteries, viz. Thoſe which fired upon. the 
two principal Baſtions of Pucelle and Dedem. Yer 
the next Morning they had repaired all Damages, 
and were firing upon the ſame Baſtions as furiouſly 
as before. It muft be owned that now our Fears 
are not ſmall; but however we hope for the beſt, 
being refolved every Man of us todo his Duty ; and 
tis thought that while we remain in this Reſolution, 
and no treachery invades us, we may yet fee the 
backs of our Enemies. 


Here our Journal, by this Hand, ends, we having 
yet heard nothing further from our Correſpondent at 
Bergen-op-Zoom, Therefore muſt compleat our 
Narrative from ſuch Accounts as have been commu» 
nicated o us by Authority in the Ga zettees, and by 
private Letters. 


By 
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By a Letter from the Hague of Sept. 12. NM. S. 
we have the following Account of the State of Af- 
fairs at Bergen-op-zoom at that Time, viz. 

Bergen, Sept. 12. at Five o'Clock in the Morn- 
ing. The Siege of this Place ſeems now to be 
brought to a Criſis, and perhaps a few Days more 
will determine whether it can be taken or not. The 
Enemy are this Morning firing on us from the fol- 
Jowing Battergs, moſt of which have been re-eſta- 
bliſhed fince the gth, in the room of thoſe we diſ- 
mounted; viz. Iwo Batteries of three Guns upon 
the Angle of the Counterſcarp, oppoſite to the Ra- 
velin of Dedem, with which they batter the Oril- 
lons of the Baſtions Pucelle and Coehoorne ; One of 
five Pieces of Cannon cloſe to the Traverſe * on · 
the Left of the Lunette of Utrecht, to batter in 
Breach the Right Face of the Baſtion Pucelle ; and 
the other cloſe to the Traverſe on the Right of the 
Lunette of Zealand, to batter in Breach the Left 
Face of the Baſtion de Coeboorne. At firſt we 
thought it ſomewhat extraordinary that they ſhould 
not make all their Efforts againſt the Ravelin of 
Dedem ; but it ſeems that the Batteries upon the 
Orillons incommode them to that Degree, that they. 
cannot pretend to batter the Ravelin in Breach, till 
they have diſmounted all our Cannon upon the 

Orillons : But hitherto they have had fo little Suc- 
ceſs againſt them, that even their Battery againſt 
the Orillon of Pucelle is already diſmounted, Our 
Engineers aſſure us that we need not be very uneaſy 
about the new Batteries of the Enemy, ſince they 
| | 7% III 


A Traverſe is a Trench with a Parapet, or Breaſt-work, and 
ſometimes two, one on each Side. It is uſuälly open, and fre- 
quently covered with Planks loaded with Earth. The Word is 
often taken for a Gallery, and alſo ſignifies a Retrenchment, a 
Line fortified with Faſcines, Barrels or Bags of Earth, Ga- 
bions, c — To Traverſe, in Gunnery, ſignifies to turn or 
move a Piece of Ordnance in order to bring it to. bear, or lie 


| Jeet with the Mark. 
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are not conſiderable to do great Damage, and that 
they are too much ſtraitened upon their &Sround, to 
increaſe the Number of their Cannon. 

Fluſbing, Sept. 15. By Advices from Bergen- op- 
zoom of the 13th inſtant, the Enemies Fire was 
very conſiderable, and the Breaches were widened, 
particularly that of Dedem. The Beſieged ſprung; 
a Mine under the Tambour of Utrecht, with in- 
tent to have quitted it, but the Mine not having the 
deſired Effect, they again took Poſſeſſion of it. 
Other Advices of the 14th inform us, that nothing 
material had happened ſince, only that the Gar- 
riſon had made a Sally from Dedem, to nail up the 
Cannon which battered that Fort in Breach, but 
they were forced to return without Succeſs, having 
loſt about forty Men in the Attack. The Fire 
from the Enemy was hotter laſt Night than it has 
been yet; and we are well aſſured that the Be- 
ſiegers are amply ſupplied with all Neceſſaries for 
carrying on the Siege. We are jult now informed 
that the French are ſuriouſly battering in Breach, 
and that the King's army now forms a Chain 
which extends from St. Tron to beyond Mechlin, 
which ſerves as well to cover the Convoy, as to be 
ready on Occaſion to aſſiſt Count Lowendabl. 

London, Sept. 8, O. S. This Morning arrived 
an Expreſs from Admiral Mitchell at Fluſhing, 
which brought an Account, that on Saturday Night, 
about Eleven o' Clock, the French entered the City of 
Bergen-0p-zo0m ; that the Prince of Heſi-Pbilipſdabl, 
the Governor, was killed, and the Lord Lempffer, 
eldeſt Son to the Earl of Pomfret, taken Priſoner ; 
that General Cronſtrom, with part of the Dutch 
Forces, had found Means to retire ; and that the 
Dutch Troops in the Lines, and thoſe of the 
Garriſon who eſcaped, were on their March to join 
the Allied Army under his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Cumberland : TR was brought to 

the 
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the Engliſh Admiral by Boats from Zealand.“ 
This Advice was at firſt little credited; nay, even 
the next Day, though it was ſaid, and nobody 
knew to the contrary, that another Expreſs had 
brought a Confirmation of the Place being taken, 
yet {till as many diſbelieved as believed it: So 
great was the Opinion the Publick had conceived 
of the Beſieged, and of the Strength of the Place. 
Many conſiderable Wagers were laid, and particu- 
larly two of twenty Guineas, that were given on 
Condition that Six-pence a Day ſhould be paid till 
the Place ſhould be taken. However, on the 
11th in the Evening, the Affair was put out of 
all Doubt, by a Letter from Antwerp, dare Sept. 
18, importing, that on Saturday they had Ad- 
vice there from the Army at Bergen, that the City 
was taken that very Day; and on Sunday arrived 
at Antwerp between 13 and 1400 Men taken Pri- 
ſoners there, part of whom it was ſaid had entered 
into the Service A the French King, and next Day 
they all ſet out together for France. There alſo 
came another Letter from Tholen, dated Sept. 16, 
of which the following is a Tranſlation, iz. 

This Morning, about Four o'Clock, the Enemy 
made a general Aſſault, as well upon the Ravelin 
of Dedem, as upon the Baſtions of Coehoorue and 
Pucelle, all which they took ; and about fix in the 
Morning they were Maſters of the City of Bergen- 
op- oom, after a moſt bloody Siege of above two 
Months. We are aſſured, that the Enemy found 
Means of entering By a Sap, which they had ſe- 


cretly carried on to the Caſemates , by which 


means 


* Before Bergen-op-200m was taken, Letters from Steenbergen 
informed us, that all the neighbouring Country from thence, as 
far as the Iſland of Thelen in Zealand, was wholly laid under 
Water, fo that there was no paſſing but by Boats. . 

+ A Caſemate is a Kind of \ Vault or Arch of ene 
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(319 
means great Numbers of them were in the Market- 
place before they were perceived, which occaſioned 
the utmoſt Confuſion in the Town. The greateſt 
Part of the Garrifon had the good Fortune to = 
themſelves; and General Lely, with fix Battalions, 
has thrown himſelf into this Place. General Cu- 


ſtrom is retired by Steenber gen to Oudenboſch, I is 


faid, the Vrince of Heſſe-Philipſdabl, Governor of 
the City, is wounded, As to the Forts of Ber- 
en-op-2oom, there is reaſon to believe, that they 
hold out ſtill, having received no Accounts to the 
contrary ; we have, particularly, ſome Dependance 
on Fort Rover, which 1s the ſtrongeſt. 

Hague, Sept. 19. N. S. We have received 
here the following Account from Bergen-op- 
© 200m, The Enemy began their Attack on the 
„ 16th Inſtant about Four in the Morning, by 
« ſpringing a Mine before the Ravelin of Dedem, 
* throwing an immenſe quantity of Bombs, and 
ce firing at once from all their Batteries. In the 
„% mean Time, under Cover of this prodigious 
Fire, fift? Companies of Grenadiers, ſupported 
by ſixteen Battalions, threw themſelves into the 
« Foſſe; and having cut off the Communication 
© between the Out-works and the Town, ſome 
„ attack'd the Ravelin of Dedem by the Breach, 
«« whilſt others got into it from behind, and ſoon 
« made themſelves Maſters of it, Ar the ſame 
« Time, they forced their Way through the Sally- 
« Ports, ſcaled the Walls of the Town with their 
« Ladders, and mounted the narrow Breaches of 
« Pucelle and Coehoorne, and entirely poſſeſſed 


« themſelves of thoſe Works. The Enemies Co- 
H 2 lours 


that part of the Flank of a Baſlion next the Curtain, where 
Guns are planted to defend ye Face of the oppoſite Baſtion and 
{cour the Ditch. It alſo ſignifies a Well, with ſeveral {ubterra- 
neous Branches dug in the Paſſage of the Baſtion, till the Miners 


are heard at wotk, and Air given to the Mine. 
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lours were flying in the Market - place, when the 
Prince of Heſſe-Philipſdah! appeargd with ſome 
Troops he had got together to ſtop their Pro- 
greſs. The Regiment of Deniz, that was to 
march into the Lines that very Morning, was 
then under Arms, which gave Lime to the other 
Troops to aſſemble, otherwiſe the whole, Garri- 
ſon might in all probability have been cut off. 
The Prince of Heſſe-Philipſdabl, Governor, who 
was wounded in the Leg, did his utmoſt to repulſe 
the Enemy, but to no Purpoſe, he being oblig d 
at laſt to give Way to their ſuperier Numbers, 
and to make his Retreat (though not without 
great Difficulty) through the Gate which leads 
to Steenbergen. General Cronſtrom was ſo near 
being taken in his Quarters, chat it is ſaid he was 
obliged to abandon his Papers and the military 


Cheſt. The French did not purſue the Garriſon 


any further than the Gate of Steenbergen, which 


they immediately cloſed upon them. During the 
Storm againſt the Town, there was a falſe At- 


tack all along the Lines and againſt the three 


Forts of Rover, Pinſen, and Moormont, which 


were abandoned one after the other as the Gar- 
riſon of Bergen-op-zoom and the Troops in the 
Lines retired towards Steenbergen. The Loſs 
of the Garriſon upon this Occaſion is not yet 
known. General Cronſtrom is now at Ouden- 
boſch, where he has taken upon him the Com- 


mand of the Army. The Prince of Heſſe- 


Philipſaabl arrived here this Morning in a 
Yacht ; and 'tis hoped will recover of his Wounds, 
This Day General La Roque, late Governor of 
Hulſt, was committed to cloſe Cuſtody by an 
Order from the Council of State.“ 

That the foregoing Account, which was pub- 


Iiſhed by Authority, conceals ſome of the Cir- 
cumſtances of this unfortunate Affair, is by fome 


ſuſpected, 


* 


633) 


ſuſpected, but with what Juſtice I ſhall not pretend 
to ſay; nor can any one determine till Time ſhall 
ſhall give us more Light into it. It appears, how- 
ever, that the Prince Governor is not kill'd, as we 
were told by our firſt Advices from Holland, after 
the taking of the Town. There are ſome private 
Letters which tell us, that the French, after they 
got Poſſeſſion of the Market-place, put a great 
Number of the Garriſon to. the Sword ; and amon 
the Slain Lord Fohn Murray, Brother to his Grace 
the Duke of Athol, and Colonel of the brave 
Regiment of Scotch Highlanders, which has done 
great Service Abroad, is named, but hope by Mi- 
ſtake. *Tis alſo ſaid, that Colonel Parſons of the 
Foot Guards was dangerouſly Ill at Bergen-op-zoom 
when that Place was taken; ſo that in all Probabi- 
lity, he is a Priſoner. By a Letter from the Hague 
we have an Account, that the Populace are grown 
very tumultuous on the Loſs of Bergen; and it is 
alſo talked there, that the Dutch will declare War, 
and the Prince Stadtholder ſoon ſet up his Standard 
as Captain-General of the Forces, in order to be 
joined by the Gentry, Burghers, Cc. to ſtop the 
Progreſs of the French Army. 

What will be the Conſequence of the Loſs 
of this important Place, and whether the Dutch 
will yet declare War againſt France, God only 
knows: But, whether they do or do not, it is 
by many thought, that the Ruin of this famous Re- 
publick is now near at Hand. However, if this 
happens, the States-General may thank themſelves 
for it. But they may perhaps have foreſeen what 
has been done, and what is yet likely to be done, 
and have prepared themſelves for the worſt, In 
ſhort, that ſome People have long ago ſold their 
Country, is doubted by few. The common 
People of the United Provinces, indeed, may yet 
poſſibly retrieve what their“ * ® * ® have loſt, 

by 
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Nation of them, with which I conclude this Tra. 
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by forne vigorous, and in Truth, "defperate Step. 
They have already ftruck a great Sade wer 
this important Work, by creating a Stadtholder; 
and if they ſhould at laſt take a Reſolution to run 
the greateſt Lengths to ſave themſelves, they may 
y work Miracles. And nothing leſs than Mi- 
raeles can ſave them. It has already been intimated, 
by private Letters from Amſterdam, that the Peo- 
ple at the Hague had begun to rife in a tumultuous 
Manner, on the Receipt of the News of Bergen 
being taken. If this be true, and the ſame Spirit 
ſhould fpread through all the Provinces, we ſhall 

not hear much of Higb Mrghtineſſes for the future. 
As ſoon as the Stadtholder knew that the Af- 
fair was over at Bergen, he repaired to the Council 
of State, which continued fitting till very late at 
Night, to conſider what Meaſures were proper to 
be taken to ſtop the Progreſs of the French. The 
Iſland of Thelen is in a good State of Defence, a 
large Reinforcement having been juſt thrown m 
there, There is alſo a Body of Troops in South. 
Beveland, ſufficient to defend Zealand on that Side; 
(if any thing can now be found ſufficient to withſtand 
the French) and the Army in the Camp at Ouden- 
boſeb made a Motion on the 17th, to ſecure the 
Communication between Steenberg, Williamſtadt, 
and Breda. As to Princeland (a little Diftri*t 
behind Bergen-op zoom) doubtleſs the French will 
now ſoon be able to make good their Menaces 
againſt the Inhabitants when they refuſed to pay the 
Contributions demanded of them by Count Lower- 
dabl's Troops, almoſt as ſoon as they had fat down 
before Bergen-op-zZoom, Out of four Letters which 
the French ſent to the Magiſtrates of this Diſtrict, 
the two laſt have been tranſmitted to England, and 
and as they are a Curious Specimen of the Gallic 
Arrogance, I ſhall preſent the Reader with a Tran- 


The 


655) 
The Aid Major Generals Letter. 

« Tt is order'd, that the Bailiffs, Regents, and 
« Burgo-Maſter of Princeland, execute the Order 
« which was ſent them of furniſhing in the whole 
& forty Thouſand Rations of Hay, forty Thouſand 
« Rations of Oats, an hundred Waggon Loads of 
« Straw, four hundred Timber Beams, and alſo an 
« exact Account of the Horſes, Waggons, and 
“ Number of Inhabitants in their Towns, Villages, 
Communities, and ſingle Houſes; which if they 
do rot obey by the 25th of this Month, in every 
« Particular, their Towns, Villages, Hamlets, and 
« Houſes ſhall be burned without further Notice. 
Done in the Camp be- Sign'd „ 
fore Bergen op zbom, CHABRIE, Aid Major General 
July 20, 1747. of the Army. 
The other Letter was from OL1iver DE KR. 

MELLE PENHOLT, Colonel of the Regiment of 


Breton Volunteers. Ye 

C Jam ſurpriz'd, Gentlemen, at your Obſtinacy - 
« jn refuſing Obedience to the King my Maſter, 
« and the Contribution of Hay, Oats, Sc. which 
« was demanded of you by M. Chabrie, Aid Major 
« General of the Army, by order of Count Low- 
* exdahl our General, and for furniſhing of which 
« you had a Term given you to the 25th of this 
« Month, without your taking any the leaſt Care 
ce to ſatisfy the ſaid Demands. This is therefore to 
© admoniſh you for the laſt Time, that you are to 
& ſend what you were formerly 1njoin'd to the Head 
« Quarters of the French Army before Bergen-op- 
« 220m by the 28th of this Month, without farther 
% Delay. I would adviſe you to make good Uſe of 


« the Kindneſs which our General ſtill has for 
„ 


A 


„ Pinceland was at this Time in a good State of Defence, 
and quite out of the Power of the French, fo that we need not 
wonder at the Obftinacy (as the Invaders called it) of the Inha- 


bitants in refuſing Obedience. 
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« you ; for otherwiſe I ſhall come and ſee you with 
«* a Torch in my Hand, You will be ſo good as to 
let me know that you have received this.“ 


Extract of a Letter from à Dutch Matroſs of the 
Garriſon, of Bergen-op-zoom, to bis Wife at 
Rotterdam, dated n Sept. 16, Ten o' Clock 

a Night. 
© As ſoon as this comes to Hand, I would have 
© you pack up all our little Effects and ſend them 

© away to Amſterdam, where even 1 ſhall hardly be- 

« lieve them ſafe from the French Graſſins, after what 

© has happen'd to us this Morning. In ſhort, my 

Dear, Bergen is loſt, and loſt molt unaccountably, 

© as if the Devil ow'd us a Spite for our long Defence 

© againſt his Countrymen, and would make us loſe 
in two Hours Time all the Honour we had gained 
© ina Siege of nine Weeks. We all went to Bed 
in high Spirits and ſecure laſt Night, but had ſuch 

a ſorry Breakfaſt in the Morning, as I ſhall never 

forget. Hearing the Alarm beat, I pop'd my 

Head out of the Window, and was immediately 

« faluted with a Volley of Bullets from the Market- 

Place, where I ſaw near four Thouſand of the E- 

© nemy;advancing with all the Fury of Devils, and 

«* ſo taſt, that J had hardly Time to get over the 

© Tiles into the back Street, where join'd our 

© Men, who made as good D. fence as poſſible under 

« their Circumſtances, but all to no Purpoſe, We 

« were driven out of the Town with prodigious 

« Slaughter, and about four hundred of us have 
| 2 this Place: Others are continually coming 
in, by whom I learn the beſt Part of the Garri- 

6. —_ have taken the Road to Steenbergen, whither 

« we are preparing to follow. Pray lend me ſome 

Linen and other Neceſſaries; 3 for. I have not 

* ſaved one Rag but what was on my Back. 

Jam, &c, 

Extratt 
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Extraft of a Letter from Rotterdam, dated Sept. 18. 


Our Surprize was ſo great, when told Yeſter- 
« day Morning by People that fled out of Bergen, 
« that the Town was taken, *twas not to' be ex- 
% preſs'd; and when the People declared they faw 
« the French in the Town, it was not believed till 
« ſeveral Perſons had been at the Hague, and had 
ce it from the Prince's own Mouth, that it was 
« took on Saturday Morning, at Six o'Clock, by 
% Surprize, but rather Treachery, Sword in Hand. 
« The French .came chiefly in at the Baſs Porr, 
% where they met with little or no Reſiſtance, The 
« Slaughter in the Town was very great; Prince 
« Heſſe-Philipſdahl is wounded, General Cronſtrom 
« is ſafe, with as many of our Forces as could get 
« off; ſome went to Tolen, and others to Steen- 
« berg, and were in the greateſt Confuſion : This 
« is to be depended on, and I have ſent it Expreſs 
to Helvwoetſluys, in order to catch the Packet, I 
« am ſtruck to the Soul, to think that the Blood 
« and Treaſure of England ſhould be ſpent to ſerve 
e and fave an ungrateful Set of People. Till our 
& Prince is faſter rivited, and can weed aut Bri- 
« bery, Things will not go better than they have 
« done. 

Extract of a Letter from Rotterdam, Sept. 19, 

« As to Particulars from Bregen, we have few 
% more than thoſe we learn from common Re- 
% port: It is diſmal to ſee the Wounded that have 
„ fled here, both Women and Children, with Part 
ce of the Burghers; ſome came out naked, their 
« Conſternation was ſo great; but all fay, they 
thought themſelves in the greateſt Security: That 
ce at Break of Day the French got into the Ravelin 
«© Dedem without much Oppoſition ; that the re- 
“ ſerved Corps behind the Ravelin made ſome 
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ſmall Reſiſtance, but were ſoon overcome: Then 
the French drove through one Sortee, or Sally- 
Port; and before the Garriſon was alert, three 
Thouſand of the former were in the Market- 
Place: Our Troops were got together in the 
greateſt Hurry and Confuſion; they defended 
themſelves till near Eight o'Clock ; but the 
French pouring in from all Parts, they were 
forced to retire towards the Sleenberg Port, fight- 
ing as they went for Fear of having their Re- 
treat cut off. The Maſſacre was terrible, the 
French ſparing neither Women nor Children : 
The Troops in the Lines had not Time to come 
to their Aſſiſtance ; all marched off in Contu- 
ſion, ſome got with the poor remaining Part of 
the Garriſon to Tolen, and ſome to Steenberg z 
and thus, as it is generally believed, by Trea- 


chery was the brave Garriſon ſacrificed, after 


deſending the Town nine Weeks. Thoſe People 
that wiſh well to the French, tell us, the City 
was took fairly by Storm; that they entered in 
at four Breaches they had made; which had 
that been the Caſe, the Garriſon would have 
been on their Guard, and the Troops from the 
Lines would have been in Readineſs. Prince 
Heſſe - Philipſcddabl arrived here laſt Night, is 
wounded in ſeveral Parts of the Body, and ſhot 
through the Leg; it is ſaid he behaved moſt 
gallantly ; but when told the French were in the 
Town, laughed, and ſaid, it was not poſſible. 
General Cronſirom was carried off by a Party 
of our Huſſars, and is ſafe, It is ſaid by all 
Well-wiſhers to their Country, that there was 
Treachery, but by whom I cant ſay. On Fun- 
day the Prince appeaſed the People, by telling 
them it was took by Surprize. They now be- 


40 Sin to ſay he is 208 in his Counſels; that 


& tholg 
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« thoſe about him have govern'd too long. In ſhort, 
« they are for giving him all the Power into his 
« own Hands, On che other Hand, ſome of the 
« Papilts have ſhewn themſelves too well pleaſed. 
« A Houſe of one was pulled down at the Hague 
« Yeſterday, and three at Amſterdam, and all their 
« Furniture burnt, In ſhort, the People begin to 
« be ſo outrageous, that terrible are. the Conſe- 
« quences that are to be expected; the Enemy at 
tc our Door, and the People diſtracted. I ſee no 
«® Way left but to drown ourſelves to Keep our 
«« Throats from being cut. We are told the 
« Dykes by Williamſtadt are cut, in order to 
«« prevent their coming that Way, This is 
e the Fruits of preferring our mortal Enemy 
« before our faſt Friend, which muſt be the 
« Effects of Bribery; but as a Dutchman - prefers 
«© Money before his God, the French will never 
© want any thing they ſtand in Need of, ſo long as 
* they can find Money, Some Weeks ſince Pla- 
e carts were publiſhed, prohibiting Proviſions go- 
« ing to Flanders. Laſt Week another, ſetting 
« forth, that the People there ſhould: not ſtarve, 
that no Body would like ic themſelves, and there- 
fore Liberty was given to ſend any thing, being 
« firſt examin'd by the Cuſtom-Houfe Officers; 
«© but every one knows *cis ah eaſy Matter in this 
% Country, to tranſport one Thing for another; 
«© Gunpowder may paſs for Butter, and Balls for 
« Edam's Cheeſes. The Country is in a terrible 
«© Situation ; we may thank God the Winter is 
te near at Hand, which may probably. ſtop the 
French making any farther Progreſs towards us, 
and before Spring we may determine to be in 

«© earneſt, | 
* My Wife is gone to Amſterdam 3 ſhe was 
© moſt terribly frighted, when told the Blood ran in 
| Streams 
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« Streams through the Streets of Bergen; if this 
« be the Treatment the Friends of France meet 
e with, what muſt their Enemies expect? damn'd 
« perfidious Nation. 

« The Conſternation the well-meaning People 
« are in, and the frightful, wounded Objects we ſee 
« hourly arrive here, would melt a Heart of Steel. 
© God, I hope, will yet give a Turn totheſe victo- 


_« rious Tyrants.” 


Select RELATIONS concerning the Loſs of 
8 BEROG-OP-ZzOOM. 


Account of it, publiſhed by Authority of the States= 
| General. 


Sept. 3. HIS Morning at Break of Day 
8. the Enemy pour'd a terrible Quan- 
© tity of Bombs all at once into the Ravelin of 
© Dedem, and as ſoon as theſe had their Effect, 
© came on with the greateſt Impetuoſity to make 
© the Aſſault at the Breach, Two Companies of 
© Grenadiers, who were a Reſerve at the Gorge of 
© the Ravelin, one of them of Thierry, and the 
© other of Sturler, mounted it immediately, in or- 
© der to aſſiſt our Troops that were in the Ra- 
< yelin. The firſt of theſe Companies was ſoon 
© put into Diſorder: The ſecond made its utmoſt 
© Efforts, but being overpowered by Numbers, 
'< was obliged to retire with the reſt, which howe- 
© ver they did in good Order, and defending them- 
« ſelves till they got to the Place of Arms. Then 
- © the Enemy having marched round the Ravelin, 
forced open the Sally-Port of Filenius, mounted 
the four Breaches in our Baſtions of Pucelle and 
© Coehorn all at once, and having driven our Troops 
from their Poſts, ſpread themſelves to right and 


-© left upon the Curtains, from whence they came 
down 
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© down into the Town before all our Troops could 
be aſſembled, | 
As faſt as the latter came up, they were poſted 
in the Avenues of the great Square towards the 
Steenbergen- Street, and as ſoon as a certain Num- 
ber were got together, they were immediately ſent 
in large Columns into the Square, where our 
Fire was ſo hot, that it ſtopped the Enemy above 
an Hour, and even oblig'd them to put them- 
ſelves under Cover, by making a kind of Lodg- 
ment of the Faſcines and Gabions that we had 
there in Reſerve. But at laſt being reinforced, they, 
threw themſelves into ſome Houſes that com- 
manded us, from whence they fired upon us un- 
der Cover, and killed fuch a Number, that at 
© laſt we found it neceſſary to retreat, making a 
* kind of Street-firing, and taking care to 

© Troops in all the Streets, on each Side, which 
« join'd to that thro* which we retreated, in order 
to avoid being hemm'd in. 

We made a very long Stand before General 
Cronſtrom's Quarters, and even drove back the 
Enemy twice from thence into the Square, but 
finding ourſelves attack'd on all Sides, we were 
© at laſt oblig'd to give Ground Step by Step, till 
being got to the Steenbergen Gate, and finding 
that the Enemy were poſting themſelves on the 
© Ramparts, and making Diſpoſitions for cut- 
© ting off our Retreat that Way, it was at laſt 
« refolved to go out at that Gate, and abandon the 
LOND... 

It was at this Place that the Prince of Heſſe 
* Philigftal, our Governor, was wounded, after 
* having done every thing that could: be expected 
from his known Valour. Lieutenant General 
* Lely and Major General Thierry diſtinguiſh'd 
* themſelves very much on this Occaſion. Major 

+ General 
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General de Lewe was left in Town ſick in Bed. 
We have loſt a great Number of brave Men.” 


The FRENCH Account. 


© Count Lowendah! being informed the 15th in 
the Evening, that the Breaches were become 
3 he immediately made the neceſſary 
iſpoſitions to mount to the Aſſault. He com- 
© mitted the Charge of the Trenches to 14 Com- 
< panies of Grenadiers, 13 Battalions, 100 Volun- 
© tiers, and goo Labourers, that they might be 
6 ready to open them at Break of Day. Six Com- 
panies of Grenadiers, ſuſtained by as many Bat- 
© talions, with 300 Labourers, 5 Brigades of Sap- 
E pers, 20 Cannoneers, and 20 Workmen, were 
< nominated at the ſame Time for the Attack of 
© the right Baſtion, and a like Number were diſ- 
© poſed for that of the left. Two Companies of 
© Grenadiers, preceded- by 200 Voluntiers, and 
© ſuſtained by one Battalion and two auxiliary 
© Companies, with 300 Labourers, were deſtin'd for 
© the Attack of the Half-Moon. 
All theſe Troops had a Signal appointed at 
© 4 o'Clock in the Morning, by two Salvos from 
our Mortars, The three Attacks then began. 
Our Troops drove all before them, notwithſtand- 
c ing the Efforts made to oppoſe them, and forced 
< the Entrenchments which the Enemies had made 
< in the Baſtions and upon the Half. Moon. After 
© this firſt Expedition, the Troops ranged them- 
© ſelves in Order of Battle in the Gorge of each 
« Baſtion, as well as upon the Rampart- to the 
Right and Left. We afterwards ſeized upon the 
< Gates on the Side of Antwerp and Breda, where - 
< by our Troops enter 'd-the-C ty. Sword in Hand. 
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© The Enemies during that Time were aſſemb- 
ling in the Body of the Place, and made a brisk 
Fire upon our Troops as they approached; they 
defended themſelves with Vigour, but were ſoon 
obliged to leave the Town, which they did by 
< beating a Retreat, When the Soldiers were Ma- 
« ſters of the Place, it was impoſſible to prevent a 
general Plunder. 

© As ſoon as the Town was taken, the Forts of 
© Rover, Mormont, and Pinſen, demanded to ca- 
6 pitulate, and the Garriſons were made Priſoners 
© of War, as well as that of South Fort, or Wa- 
© terſchans. We do not exactly know the Num- 
© ber killed and wounded that Day. We have 
© 1600 Priſoners, beſides an hundred Officers. We 
© have found in the Town and Forts great Num- 
© bers of Cannon, and in the Port ſome Veſlels 
© laden with all Sorts of Ammunition. 


R @ KH 


* 


Letter from an Officer in Bergen-op-zoom, 
when it was taken, 


Y Heart bleeds when I think of the Inhu- 
manities and Cruelties committed after the 
Aſſault upon the poor Inhabitants of Bergen- op- 
oom, who were ſo vilely deceiv'd by thoſe whe 
call'd themſelves their Defenders. The Hague Ga- 
zette would make us believe that they did great 
Things, when it tells you that they defended them 
ſelves from Street to Street. But is laying down 
Arms upon the firſt Appearances of the Enemy, 
and begging Life in the moſt abject Manner upon 
the Knee; making this gallant Pefence ? Is run- 
ping away i in Night-Gowns, as ſeveral Officers did, 
properly defending a Place? Did not the Army in 
the Lines, inſtead of coming to the Succour and 
Deſcent, 
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Defence of the City, fly no Body knows where, 
and leave their Baggage behind them? How 
can — be excuſed for leaving the unfortunate 
Inhabitants expoſed to the Fury of the Soldiery ? If 
he would not or could not have ſuſtained an Aſſault, 
he ſhould, before abandoning them to ſave him- 
ſelf, have ordered the White Flag to have been 
hung out. Ah! but it's ſaid, e was ſurpriz'd. 
Are not People inexcuſable to ſuffer themſelves to 
be ſurpriz'd at ſuch a Juncture, when there were 
three Breaches which were far from being Inviſible ? 
In ſhort, Count Lowendabl's Succeſs did not pro- 
ceed ſo much from his Dexterity, as from the 
Negligence of the Heads of che Garriſon, This but 
too manifeſtly appeared in their having neither rein- 
forced the Garriſon, which was no more than 3000 
Men, nor cauſed Troops to advance and be ready to 
enter the City in caſe of Need, ſeeing a general Aſ- 
fault could not but be apprehended, when an Enemy 
battered in Breach in three ſeveral Places. There 
were Coupures indeed made in the Baſtions and 
Ravelin, but without Palliſadoes. There was 
nothing prepared near the Breaches to repair in 
the Night the Miſchief done in the Day. There 
were neither Turnpikes nor Chevaux de Friſe, nor 
Hurdles, nor Sand Bags, nor Gabions, nor Faſcines, 
nor any combuſtible Matter to annoy the Enemy 
upon entering the Breach. I would not even affirm, 
that the Mines, under the Ravelin and the two 
Baſtions, were charged. The Batteries of the lower 
were not made uſe of, which would have ſwept 
the Foſſe, No Fire was made from the Caſe- 
mates, The Sluice at the Gate of Y/ou was not 
opened, which would have wholly cut off the 
Communication between thoſe who were enter'd 


into the Ravelin, and thoſe who were to follow 
| them. 
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them. I am not ſure that the Alarm-Bell was 
rung; for when the Baron de Sport, who headed 
the firſt Regiment that was under Arms, came to 
the General's Quarters, he found it already ſur- 
rounded by Frenchmen, whom he drove back, and 
thereby gave them Time to get out. It may truly 
be ſaid, that it was to this brave Officer that they 
owe their Liberty, and Part of the Garriſon its 
Security. What ſhall I ſay of the Troops in the 
Lines near the City? Inſtead of coming to its Suc- 
cour, they ran away, and left their Artillery and 
Baggage; they likewiſe abandoned the three Forts, 
which were but feebly attacked: Whereas, had they 
made a general Sally from Fort Rover, they 
would greatly have embarraſs'd the Aſſailants of the 
City. But what can be ſaid concerning the two 
Sally-Port-Gates at the Extremity of the Courtain 
being * open! For thereby, and not thro? the 
Breach, the Enemy enter'd in Numbers. 


A Series of ProoFs that Bergen-op-zoom was 
furprized; publiſhed in Holland, and by 
ſome conſtrued as a bold and inflaming Libel. 


INCE the French Accounts of taking Bergen- 
oom have been ſeen, many People are very 

much offended with thoſe, who ſay it was ſur- 
prized; and pretend that it is impoſſible to be a 
good Dutchman, without believing that the Place 
was taken by Storm, This, they think, was incon- 
teſtably proved by the very firſt Article of the 


French Account, which ſays, that Count Lowendabl 
| 2 


* In the War of 1690, a Captain and Sheriff of Sly were 
executed for engaging to deliver that Town to the Frenchz and 
it appeared that ſeveral other Magiſtrates were corrupted to be- 
tray their Towns al'o.— They were to have large Sams of Mo- 


ney, and Reception in France. 
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appointed 14 Companies of Grenadiers, as many 
ions, 100 Volunteers, and goo Pioneers, to 
hold themſelves _y for that Purpoſe, Such a 
Preparation for a S4rprize, ſay they, was never 


i 


heard of : That may be true. But was the Town 
attacked by theſe Trawes Na, certainly; there 
were no more than 300 ſent to attack tlie Ravelin 
of Dedem, and theſe Troops were held in Readineſs 
to ſupport them, in caſe they ſucceeded. The French 


Relation then is out ofthe Caſe, and we ſtill preſume 


to ſay with a loud Voice, and in the hearing of our 


Saperiors, that Bergen-op-zoom, for which Holland 
was ſo ſollicitous, and for which our ancient and 


good Allies ſhewed ſo much Tenderneſs and Con- 


cern, was taken by ſurprize ; amongſt others, for 
the following Reaſons. 

I. There was no Breach practicable, the Ma- 
ſonry was ſcarcely touched, and where the Parapet 
was ſaid to be ruined, it was impoſſible for two 
Men to march abreaſt, ſo that no Body thought it 
poſſible that it ſhould be taken by Storm. There 
is the more Force and Weight in 7 i Reaſon, be- 
cauſe the ſeveral great Officers and experiented Ge- 
nerals, to whoſe approved Valour, known F idelity, 
and indiſputed Skill in military Affairs, their High 
Mightineſſes had confided the Preſervation of this 
important Place, ſo little "apprehended a Storm, 
that they had not taken ſo much as a ſingle Precau- 
tion/ againſt an Attempt of that Nature, They 
had but three thouſand Men in the Place, when 
they might have had ten; they had made no Pre- 
paration, had given no Orders for letting the Wa- 
ter into the Ditch, tho“ they very well knew that 
the Cuvette, or Drain i in the Middle of the Ditch, 
was quite choaked by the Rubbiſh of the Works. 
If in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, an Attempt was 
made upon the Place, we muſt allow chat theſe 

great 


e 1 
great Officers were ſurprized. This is a Misfor- 
tune incident to all Men, Horace ſays that even the 
wiſeſt are not always awake; and without doubt, if, 
according to the Rules of War, the Beſiegers were 
in a Condition to make a general Aſſault, theſe vi - 
gilant and experienced Perſons muſt have known it, 
and would have provided for it accordingly. It is 
allowed they did not foreſee it, it is evident they 
did not provide for it, therefore it is inconteſtable 
that they were ſurprized. "7p 4 
II. In Reſpect to the Garriſon again; it is moſt 
evident, from their Conduct, that they had not the 
leaſt Apprehenſions. Common Soldiers have not 
indeed great Poſts to loſe, or much Reputation to 
forfeit, but they may be allowed to have ſome little 
Concern for their Lives, of which however, in the 
preſent Caſe, nothing at all appears; for as ſoon ag 
the ordinary Guards were ſet, the reſt of the Gar- 
riſon were repoſing, after having plentifully regaled 
upon thoſe Stores that had been ſo liberally ſupplied 
to them, and this without imparting any Share to 
their Fellow Soldiers in the Lines, then at ſhort Al- 

lowance, which they would moſt certainly have 
done, if they had imagined that their Afiftance 
would ſo ſoon become /o neceſſary. - Beſides, they 
had their Wits ſo little about them, that when the - 
Ravelin of Dedem was loſt, they never thought of 

- diſcharging the Batteries upon the lower Flanks, or 
the maſked Pieces of Cannon that were diſpoſed to 
clear the Ditch, which they might have done, and 
which it was natural for them to do; nor did they 5 
touch the Sluice, tho? it was all the while in their 

Power, and which would have let ſeven Feet Water 

in, within the Space of as many Minutes. Add to 
all this, that they abandoned the Sally- Ports, with- 
out ſhutting them, and it will be inconteſtable that 


the Place was ſurprixtd. 
enn Ii. We ® 
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III We have ſeen that the Officers and Soldiers 
in the Place had neither of them the leaſt Appre- 
henſien of a Storm, and it is no leſs certain, that 
the French had as little Notice of it. New Supplies 
were haſtening to Count Lowendabl, after it had 
been determined in a Council of War that the Siege 
ſhould not be raiſed; a Queſtion that had never 
been put, if Count Lowendabl had informed his 
Maſter that the Breaches were practicable, and that 
he intended a general Storm. This Reaſoning is 
confirmed by the Surprize which the King expreſſed 
at its being taken, which in the other Caſe he muſt 
naturally have expected, He had ſcarce looked 
n his Diſpatch in his Cabinet, before he went out 

into the Anti- Chamber, and faid before all that were 
there, Here is good News, Bergen-op- zoom is mine, 
and Lowendahl is a Marſhal of France. The 
People of Antwerp would not believe it, till they 
were told it by thoſe Scoundrels that liſted among 
their Troops, and were taken Priſoners in the Place. 
Nay, Marſhal Lowendabl himſelf, fince he is be- 
come Maſter of it, confeſſed that an Aſſault was im- 
- praQticable, and the Place, according to the Rules 
of War, impregnable, I muſt therefore once more 
repeat it, that Bergen-op-zoom was inconteſtably 

fſurprized, 3 | 

hen 500 Men made an Attempt upon a For- 
treſs, from whence. Sallies might have been made 
with five Times the Number; when this Handful of 
Men become Maſters of a Capital Work, and yet 
the Main of the Garriſon remains unalarmed; when 
the Enemy reached the Market-Place before the Ge- 
nerals are out. of Bed, or the Garriſon aſſembled 
Cor it is allowed that Colonel Spork had but twenty 
Men with him, when he diſengaged a great Man) a 
Place is certainly /urprized. But it is ſaid, that Part 
of the Garrifon behaved very bravely, and this is 
Rn” | bs very 
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very true, and very commendable : But pray what 
became of the other Part of the Garrifon * Why 
truly they took Advantage of theſe brave Fellows 
fighting, and walk'd off. This Part of the Garriſon 
then were certainly ſurprixed. The Reception of 
the News at the Caſtle of Hamal, at Antwerp, and 
at Bruffels, from all which Places they expreſs their 

' Aſtoniſhment at their being Maſters of Bergen- ap- 
200m, ſhew, that it could be only taken by Surprize z 
and laying all theſe Arguments together, he muft 
have ſome private and particular Reaſons, who 
affirms the contrary ; but I, having none of thoſe 
Reaſons, loudly aſſert, it was furprized. 


Extrat? of a Letter from the Hague, dated 
| Sept. g. 


* © Notwithſtanding the brave and vigorous De- 
fence which the Garriſon of Berg-09-2o0m have all 
along made, and the Valour of the Froops which 
defended it, the general Opinion here has always 
been, that it would at length be forced to ſurrender 
to the French ; eſpecially, if a Battle was not riſced 
in order to raile the Siege: But that Enterprize has 
conſtantly been thought very hazardous, by Rea-. 
ſon of the large Reinforcements which Count Low- 
endabl daily received; for by ſuch an Attempt a 
great Number of People might poſſibly, and, as 
the French was vaſtly ſuperior in Number, would 
probably have been loſt, without being able to ſave 
the City, and its numerous Artillery, which would 
manifeſtly have proved fatal to the Cauſe of the 
Allies. Wherefore, though the General Baron de 
Cronſtrom had poſitive Orders to attack Count 
Towendabl, whenever a favourable Opportunity 
ſhould preſent itſelf ; yet, depending upon the 
Strength of the Place, he laid it down as an abſo- 
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the Tons which ſhould enter into it, having _ 
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lute Certaitity, * the Enemies Fore mul ick | 
libly be waſting Say, ahd greatly diminiſhing, in 

carrying on this Sieg — he therefore procraſtinated 
coming to a Baule, for Fear of the bad Conſe- 
quences of loſing it, and at the · fame Time — 
ing that he was no Way able to ſurprize ſo vigilant 


an Enemy; he contented himfelf with N in 


the beſt Manner for the Defence of the different 
Works about the Place, both above and under 
Ground, in order to diſpute them with the French 
Inch by Inch he had even made Preparation for 
blowing up the greateſt Part of the City itſelf, and 


ſolutely determined never to give up Berg- 1 

by Capitulation; but if conſtrained by ſuperior 
Force, to abandon it when reduced to a Heap of 
Rubbiſh. Glorious Reſolution which however 
only ſerved to lull him into a ty, which pre- 
vented him from taking Advantage of all his Pre- 


cautions, and was really the Occaſion of the- Loſs 
of the City 3 which Count Lowendabl, in à Fit of 
Deſpair, 700 lucceſefully ſurpriz d with only 500 


Men. The Garriſon AA the beſt Reſiſtance they 
could, but the Enemy being ſoon Maſters of the 
Gates, cauſed Succours continually to enter; ſo 
chat che Garriſon being obliged A ive Way to 
Numbers, retired ag the Gate of Steenberg to 
Oudenhoſch. 3 n ö 
* 1 


